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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: {13, Medieal, Health,
and actories Departments—Report of
Principal Medical Officer: (2), Office of
Principal Medieal Officer—Statement of
reasons for not approving of the recow-
mendation of the Publie Service Com-
missioner.

CRGENCY MOTION—TIMBER
TROURBLE, HEWING RATE.

Mr. HOLMAN {Murchison}: T desiee,
Mr. Speaker, to move rhe adjourmmnent
of the House, for the reasons [ have
given you.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member for
Murchison has placed in my hands Lis
reasons for wishing to move a motion
for the adjournment of the House. The
subjeel is as follows: With & view in
calling ntlention to a matter of nrgeney,
namely the =serious position broaght
about in rhe timber industry by the ve-
fusal of the Commissioner of Railways
to pay the rates paid hy other employers
for hewing sleepers, and the possibility
of the tronble extending throughout the
industrvy unless an early settlement is
brought about.

Seven members having risen in their
places.

Mr. HOLMAY said: I do nut intend
1o delay the House in regard to this mat-
ter, but the position has reached an
acute stage and it is necessarv that it
should be settled to prevent a serious
dislocatinn of work in the timber indus-
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iry. Fhe matter at the present time does
not affect a very large number of mean,
because it only extends to one branch,
namely that ¢onnected with the esisting
lines. The fac¢t that the Commissioner
of Railways absolutely refuses lo pay
the rate that other employers pay for
sleepers at the present fime has heen
the means of the stoppage of a fair
number of men employed in the indus-
try. At the present time there are some
fifty or sixty men practically affecied hy
this trouble, and if the matter be not
fixed up it may extend tn as wany hun-
idreds as theve are tens affected at the
prescnt time.  Althongh at the ovulset
this matier may not seem a very serions
one to those who do not understand ir,
still there is a hig prineiple involved in
ihe question, aud a principle which the
Government should decide upon and,
having deeided upon, should furnish in-
furmation as to what their poliey wiil
be in regard to i, If the Grovernment
railways are to be allowed to pay less
than the rate paid by private employers
the result will be serions indeed. The
men themselves realise this, and have
done evervthing possible to bring about
a definite settlement. The member for
Farresi (Mr. O’Loghlen) and the mem-
ber for Cullie (Mr. A. A. Wilsen) have
interesied themselves in this matter dur-
ing the last two weeks or more, and
have doune evervthing possible to effeet
a satisfactory settlement. They have
tried by every means in their power to
do this, but the faet that the Commis-
sioner for Railways absolutely refuses
to pay the same current rates that are
paid by ather employers has, as I say,
brought about a stoppage of those men
engaged in the timber industry. When
this ¢nestion first eropped up—for it is
nol a new question, it has been simirer-
ing for months and has caused a great
deal of  dissatisfaction among  the
hewers—

The Minister for Railways: You knew
a lot more about it than did the Railway
Depariment.

Mr. HOLMAN: Twelve months ago
we placed the maiter before the Pre-
mier: and so far as knowing more than
the railway people. I think we will he
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ableé to get some very interesting infor-
mation in this House to-night showing
that the railway people are not so much
in' the dark as they try to make out. So
far as the railways are concerned, and
the policy governing the railways at he
présent time, it seems to be one tendiug
more towards sweating and the rathless
cutting down of wages lhan is good for
the eountry. In conneetion with this
matter, some three weeks ago the ques-
tion was taken up and reached an acute
stage. The men appomted vopresenta-
tives to wait upon the Commissioner for
Railways and make an effort to bring
about a settlement of this trouble. They
carried certain resolutions which they
forwarded to the Comnissioner. These
resolutions were carried and signed by
practically every man affected. One of
these resolutions was as follows:—
‘*We decide to eut no more Govern-
ment: sleepers at the presenl rate, and
we demand the runling rate as paid by
other employers.®’
Surely there can be no possible quiblle
about paying the same rate that others
connected with the industry pay. Even
the Works Department, which has pur-
chased a great number of sleepers recent-
lv, have had to pay an inereased rate as
ecompared with the rate that existed
some months ago; and surely the Rail-
way Depoartment should be prepared to
pay the same increase, and so obviate a
trouble which will eventmally extend
throughont the whole of the industry,
About a fortnight ago representations
were made to the Commissioner asking
that this matter shonld be remedied.
Those representations have heen met hy
a direct refusal. Sinee that time I have
heen doing everything possible to indunce
the Premier to see whai could be done
with a view to remedying the trouble.
Unfortunately after being delayed day
after day. when the position was becom-
ing very serious and matters reaching a
stage by no means satisfactory, we find
we cannot wmake any further progress.
In all probability it will be stated that
the Railway Department do not require
any more sleepers at the present time.
Sueh a statement will be merely evad-
ing the question. 8till, if we can get
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the assurance that when they do want
more sleepers they will pay the eurreat
rates it will be satisfactory to us. How-
ever, if we cannot get that assurance,
so far as I am personally concerned I
will endeavour to protect the interests.
of these men to the ulmost extent. And
if it be in my power to prevent it I will
not allow the Commissioner of Railways
to cause a big trouble in the industry
without his giving the people most eon-
cerned every opportunity of preventing
that trouble; nor will T allow the Com-
missioner to follow =a eertain course
which will assuredly be the means of im-
pairing the conditions existing right
through the timber industry. 'The
frouble is one that may reach very large
dimensions. The pogition-is this: Al-
thongh only a small number of men arc
affected just now, if the ather people in
the timber industry, as has already been
mooted by the delegates senl to confer
on the matter—if it be shown that this
trouble may in future affect the inter-
ests of the whole of the workers in the
industry, then it will be to the direet in-
teresis of every worker in that indnstry
to take a certain course of aetion in
sympathy with his fellow workers. 1€
the interests of these men are likely to
be jeopardised through a poliey certain~
Iy not in the interests of the country,
then it is my duty as a representative
of the people to see that the interests of
the people shall not he so jeopardised.
Tt seems a remarkable thing that while
every ofher employer is quite content to
pay a certain rate for the work whielr
is being perfarmed, the Railway Depart-
ment is the only emplover in the State
refusing to pay the rate current at the
present time.

The Premier: You mean that the Rail-
way  Department have not altered the
rate lhey were paying.

Mr. HOLMAN: Nao: they bave nof.

The Premier: Why did the other peo-
ple alter it? They altered the rate with
a view to taking men away from a rival
company.

Mr. HOLMAN: That is the Premier's
view of it. As a matter of faet they
altered the rate because, onlv a few
months ago, over 400 hewers ceased work;
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and had it uot been lor ihe representa-
tions of those charged with the interests
of these men, that trouble would have
extended throughout the whole of the in-
dustry. There had been dissatisfaction
amnong the men for something like 12
months, and bad it nof been for the fact
that those who are advising them and
looking after their intevests suggested
that no drasiic steps should he taken, as
there wus a ehanee of the ease goving be-
ture the IFederal Arbiteation Conrt, the
whole of the tilber industry might have
heen at a standstill.
men are getiing a little hizher rate than
they did some time ago, is because the
amount of money that they have heen
earning was insutficient for the work they
did. Tt will be suggested, no doubt, that
the men working for the CGovernment
warn so mueh a day, but it is to be hoped
that those who make this statement will
tell ns how many hours a dayv the tnen
have to work for the miserable wage they
receive. They have to work all hours,
from early morning until late at night.

The Premier: They need not du that.

Mr. HOLMAN: They have to in order
v earn sufficient 10 live on.

The Minister for Mines: Men are easy
to =et.

Mr. EIOLMAN: They have rvefused 1o
wo to work and that does not show cager-
ness to vemain at* work ai the existing
rate. In some instances wen, who will
dnunbtless he eited as heing in receipt of
u eertain wage, have heen known to work
on Sundays. [t is intended to endeavour
tn bring about, throughout the whole tim-
her industry of the State, as soon as pos-
sible, an eight hours day. If the depari-
ment refuse to assist in bringing that
about they will be responsible for any
trouble that takes place. However, it is
the desire of those associated with the
industry to do everything possible to pre-
vent {he irouble extending any further.
The Commissioner of Railways will find
that if a trouble takes place he will lose
much more in revenue, owing to the re-
fusal of the men to eut timber, which yroes
over the railways, than he would by pay-
inr a fair rate for the <leepers. Tt is not

The reason why the-
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our desire to compel the department to
take sleepers now, for all we want is to .
have an assurance that when sleepers are
required the department will be prepared
to pay the same rate for them as other
employers. To show that the trouble ex-
tends further than its present cenire at
Marrinup. resclutions have been ecarried
in many other districts dealing with the
question. Great surprise and condemna-
tion has been shown ai the action of the
CGovernment in refusing to pay a fair and
reagonable rate for their sleepers.  All
the nen engaged in the industry must
naturally protect their own interests by
taking a stand on the present issne. It
has also been mentioned in a good many
other directions that unless the matter is
seftled there is a great possibility of its
extension throughout the State. T fail to
see why the Commissioner of Railways
should be allawed to bring aboul u reduc-
tion in the industry, merely to show a
litile hetter return in his year’s working.
Bleepers at the rate mentioned have been
received by the Commissioner for the past
two or three vears. Tf that is so. and the
rates have heen increased by all other em-
ployers. the deportment should Fall in
line, and not be the ones to bring ahout
a reduetion in the earnings of the sleeper
hewers generally. As this is a matter
that affects the interests of the State,
and may have far reaching resulis, so
I trust the Premier will give vs an as-
surance that if the department do not
require sleepers now, when they dn so
in the future they will pay the same rate
as other private employere. It iz only
a fair thing that the Government. instead
of being a party towards bringing ahout
the reduction, should he the very first to
hold out indncements to the other em-
plovers toa pav a fair and living rate of
wages. In all probahility, if the Premier
replies to the effect that the Government
will pay the same rate as other employ-
ers. the matter will he settled verv soon.
We do not want te compel the Govern-
ment to take sleepers they do mnet need.
This is a great question, and shonld he
dealt with at once so that a bixr trouhle
may not arice. I ber to move—

That the House do now adjourn.
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The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
As the member has said, the matter has
already been brought nnder my notice,
and I have asked the Commissioner of
Railways to pive me the facts of the case.
From him T gather that for some con-
siderable time the same price has been
paid to the sleeper hewers as now, that
is 1s. 4%d. delivered at the line, and
1s. 1d. delivered at the stump. It is diffi-
endt to make a comparison befween the
sleepers ent tor the Railway Department
and sleepers eut for the expori trade,
inasmueh as the Iatter are of a special
elass, 9ft. Gin. long and 10 by 3. Fven an
amateur will understand that it must
necessarily follow that a heiter price will
be given for a larger sleeper, more es-
pecially if that sieeper is procured from
a ent-out bush. The Commissioner has
had no tronble in obtaining men to eut
sleopers at the price guoted, and ihose
men have proceeded to the new bush in
the Hora and fauna reserves, and were
quile ready to work there, knowing the
existing price, and notwithstanding the
faet that prior to their going there ad-
vertisements had appeared in the daily
papers asking for sleeper ecutiers at a
higher rate than they were to veceive.
There was no compulsion on the part
of the Railway Department to send (hem
to  Macrinup, for other avenues of
employment at a higher rale were being
offered by ihe timber companies. As far
as the men on this concession are eon-
cerned. thev are far better off than they
have ever been before, inasmmueh as they
are culting in virgin country. At the
present time the Govérnmeni. with a
view of taking the necessary steps to pro-
teet the interesis of the Siate, have made
certain reserves, one of the number being
the fiora-fauna reserve T have referred
to, which contains the primest timber in
Western Australia. These men, T under-
stand, are well satisfied with their pre-
sent conditions as compared with those
that existed quite recently, when they
were cutting at the same price in the
ent-out bush. Anyone with a practical
knowledge of the matter knows that it
largely depends upon the sort of bush
the hewers have to cut in as to whether
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a good wage is to be earmed or not. If
a man had to go to Chidlow's Well for
instance and try and get sleepers there
he must get a better price than if he
goes info the wirgin forest, sueh as
the one to which I have referred. With
regard to the wages being paid, [
understand that at the present time a
fair hewer will eut abeut 10 sleepers
a dayv—that is sleepers of the small
size we use—and that many of them
average from 12 to 15 sleepers, the net

prire they receive heing 1s. 1d. per
sleeper.  The CGovernment are paying

ls. 414d. a sleeper, but | understand that
3144a, is paid to the carter For eonveying
the steeper from the siump ta the line.
‘The member snggests thal 1f the Govern-
ment are not in need of sleepers at the
present time they shonld undertake io
pay the current raies when they want
sleepers. The Govermment have never ad-
vocated doing anything else than (o pay
enrrent rates, hnt at the present time,
apart from the work of the sleeper ecut-
ters at Marrimup. the Commmissioner of
Railways has a contract for same 60,000
or 70,000 sleepers at a price of 1s. 414d.
Consequently he is not in any urgent
need for sleepers.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Where is he cutting

_them?

The PREMIER : He has an agreeinent
with the Co-operative Iewers’ Associa-
tion. who have been granted by the Gov-
ernment a large slice of this partienlar
virgin bush.

Mr. Daglish: What ig the price paid
by the companies?

The PREMIER: It is very difficult fo
compare Lhe price with what fhey are pay-
ing. inasmuch as they arc dealing with
large sleepers, 9 feel 6 inches and 10 by
2, whereas the Governmen! slecpers are
much smaller.

Mr. Holman: The price is not hard to
find inasmueh as sleepers are estirpated

per load.

The PREMIER: Irrespective of the
bush?

Mr. Holman: Yes, except in excep-

tional cases.
The PREMIER: Is it not necessary to
pay more where sleepers are being ob-
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tained from cnt-out bush than from the
virgin foresi! Tt would be an insult to
a man of intelligence to ask him to be-
lieve the contrary. Anyone who knows
any thing about the sleeper hewing
realises thor, ;

Mr, Holman: We will tell yon where
100 men are engaged in the virgin bush.

The PREMIER: Give a man a chance
of roing into the virgin hush. as com-
pared with o enf-out hugh, asd he will be
prepared to go there at 28 6d. a Joad
less,

Me, Collier: Yon pay 5s. a load less.

The PREMIER: T have heen trving
to get information as to what is paid by
private companies, so as to make a com-
parison, but have not been able (o get at
the amount. The member Las referred o
the fact that the Government have en-
tered into a eontract and are paying more
than the rate now referred to. It is a
very diffieult matter to make a compari-
son in a ease such as that, for on the one
hand the sleepers of the department are
being obtained at the stump. while on the
other there is a contract to deliver for
the Port Hedland railway sleepers on
rail in Bunbury. The latter are sawn
sleepers. This has to he taken into con-
sideration.

Mr. Tlolman: There is no use compar-
ing fhe present price with whatr il was =ix
months ago.

The PREMIER: The member lhas re-
ferred to the faet that the price for
sleepers has gone up recently. With all
due deference to his knowledge—I main-
tain I am acquainted with the industry
myself —the enhanced price is paid by
some of the existing companies for the
purpose of encouraging men to leave
other companies and go to them, so that
thexy mighi be abhle to complete urgent
orders.

Mr. (YLoghlen: All the eompanies pay
the higher rate.

The PREMIER: It is admitied that
in the first place some of the good hewers
left their emplovers in order to seenre
emploviment wifh other companies a1 a
higher raie of wages. There is no
reason. if the price is so much better
and the Commissioner of Railways

does  pot  want  sleepers. why fhese
men should not do likewise. 11 was
not as if the Commissioner of Rail-

wavs was paving o certain price and had
redueed it. lle has not altered his price.
It is the companies who have put up
their price. The men say that they have
worked for the Railway Deparviment for
a considerable number of years and {lhe
emplovment has heen continmous, and
they are prepared to stick to it,

My, Collier: Do vou contend that the
Government should nol vary their rates
as the private employers do? _ )

The PREMIER: Are they going lo put
up their prices every time? As far as
we are cuoneerned are we going to be at
the merey of the tinber companics who
might combine, and pay an  increased
price? What does this inereased price
mean? Every threepence on a sleeper
means for every mile of railway that is
eonstructed ihat we have to add £36 to
the cost. Rather than the Government
shonld be at the mercy of any combina-
tion, we will put up owr own mill on the
fiorn and fauna reserve.

Mr. Holman: Thal is what we arve ask-
ng.
The PREMIER: Then we can protect
ourselves agoinst the hewers as we do
againsl the compantes.  The question is
one whieh T have na ohjection to being
venlilated, T know 1t is the desire of
all members that we should not have any
trouble as far as the timber industry is
concerned.  The men, from what I ean
umlerstand, are well zatished wilh the
condifions exisling, and it is rather un-
fortunate thai  this small diffieulty
should have occurred. After all it is a
mere matter of departmental adminis.
frafion. and one in whiech the Govern-
ment arve not justified in dietaling to the
Commissioner of Railwavs, if in the
opinion of his officers there is no griev-
ance. In conneetion with the contract
which the Commissioner of Railways has
at present for 60,000 sleepers. I do not
like to commit the Government without
consniting the Commissioner as to ecom-
ing to an arrangement that when his
present wants are supplied we will he
prepared to pay whatever rate may be
in vogue. We eertainly do not want the
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wen Lo work for a lower price after all
the cireumstances have been taken into
consideration; but I want to impress on
hon. members that there is more in the
class of country in which these men are
at work than would appear on the sur-
face. I can ounly say it seems reasom-
able that we shonld, when the current
contracts are completed, call tenders for
the supply of sleepers. We have adopt-
ed that practice in the past, and it seems
to me from what T can gather from the
hon. member it would be preferable (o
eall tenders than to earry on at the pre-
sent time the “‘hutty gang'® system. In
this conueetion [ understand vne indivi-
dual becumes responsible. for a eertain
number of men, and I am informed by
the wember for Murchison that vne of
these men recently collected what was
due to a certain numbsr of men and
bolted with it. The amount I think was
something like £130. That is unsatisfac-
tory, and personally T would rather see
the men working on the same lines as
the Co-operative hewers are doing ai the
present time. 1 do not wish to say any-
thing further except that T am prepaved
to consult the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, and ask him whether such arrange-
ments ean be made to endeavour to pay
raling rates as soon as the existing con-
tracts are completed and when he re-
quires additional sleepers.

Me. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): In my
opinivn the Premier’s reply is unsatis-
factory. 1 have always held that it is
the duty of the Government to pay as
high wages as any private employer; in
faet T think it would be advisable for
the Government to be the model em-
ployer of the State. The Premier it
seems to me has rather a poor argument
when he comes along and endeavounrs to
get behind the Commissioner. I have
spoken on this and similar phases of the
question hefore, and I have feund when-
ever there is a difficulty, the answer
given has heen something similar to that
given by the Premier to-day. That is,
that whenever higher wages have heen
advocated the Government have replied,
““Wea cannot go behind the Commnis-
sioner.’’
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The Premier: I do not think I said
that.

My, UNDERWOQOD: The Premier said
that the Government had never advo-
cated lower wages, and later on he
stated he could not go behind the Com-
missioner. The statement that the Gov-
ernment have never advocated lower
wages does not seem to me to be salis-
factory, but the fact that they are pay-
ing these lower wages is nnsatisfactory
to those receiving them. With regard to
getting behind the Commissioner, I think
it is time the CGovernment took up a
position as boss of the State, and not
delegate it to any individual who is not
responsible to the people. I trust that
every consideration will be given to this
matter, and that these men will be paid
wages similav to those whieh ave being
paid by various employers in the State.
The proposition of the Premier that it
would be pnssible for the timber com-
panies to combine and raise the price of
cutting sleepers would certainly, I think,
be the frst experience of the kind on
earth,

The Premier: To the Government?

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD: To the hewers.

The Premier: They eould combine,
and not give any work to the hewers at
all.

A, UNDERWOOD: Tt appears tn me
rather an unlikely proposition that the
timber eombine of Western Australia
would raise the wages, simply to spite
the Government. T must say it is one
of the most extranrdinary of many ex-
traordinary statements T have heard the
hou. gentleman make.

The Premier: Yon never heard me
make such a statement. I said they bad
increased the price; that they ecould put
up any price and we would have to pay
through the nose for Government re-
quirements. In order to protect the
State we have made certain reserves, so
as to be ahsolutely independent, and if
necessarv we ¢an put up our own wmill.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We were speak-
ing of the wages of the men, and that is
the matter before the House this after-
noon. I think hon. members must have
understond lhe Premier to say that they
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would combine and raise the wages of
the men to spite the Government. All 1
can say is that it would be the first case
of its kind on earth, and I would like to
see it tried on just in the way of ex-
perimental legislation.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest): As this
little trouble has originated in my elee-
torate, I desire to make a few remarks.
The trouble is not altogether a new one;
it has been simmering for some time,
and 1 think the Premier will recognise, if
he looks up the files of the Department,
that as far as the men entting sleepers
for existing lines are conecerned they
have been getling a lower rate of wages
for four or five years than those in pri-
vate employutent. The Premier has ad-
vaneed arguments which will not hold
waler if pul to the test, but T am pleased
with his assurance that he will again
confer with the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, and let us hope that this time
there will be some practical result. He
has been conferring with the Comnis-
sioner, and we have been holding this
gunestion back expecting some definite
reply before the present time. In order
to show that this is not merely a passing
boom in the timber trade, T might say
that prices have been steadily on the
inerease for some time, and T am going
to refer to the fael that the Works De-
partment have been compeiled to pay a
higher rate for their new coustruction
works. [ have looked up the figures for
the different sizes of sleepers, and let
me say there is not surh a great deal of
difference hetween entting large and
small sleepers, considering the bush is
practically the same. T am going to re-
fer to the Premier’s coutention that the
men at Marrinup are in virgin forest.
They were in virgin forest in Camellup
Swamp area hefore going there. There
are alse 180 men in the Lunenburg area
entting forr Millars’ Karri and Jarrah
Company in virgin forest.

The Premier: What do you call the
Lunenburg area?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Tt is just ountside
Worslex.

The Premier: On privaie land?

391

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Yes: cuiting for
Miltars’, So that I do not think as far
as that argument is eoncerned much im-
portance can be attached to ii.

The Premier: We ean only say what
the inspector says.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I think we are
inclined to take too much notice of
inspectors.  In  April, 1907, in conm-
neetion with the Collie-Narrogin rail-
way eanstruetion works, for sleepers
7ft. by 9in. by 4V%in. they had lo pav
alongside the line ls. 5d.. or 33s. 5d,,
approximately, a load. In April, 1007,
for the Jandakot railway, sleepers Tft. by
Oin. by 4%%in. eost is. 5d. on the trucks
at Collie. TIn December, 1907, for the
Donnybrook-Preston railway, sleepers 6ft.
by Bin. by din. alongside the line were
1s. 1d. for the first lof, 1s. 2d4. for the
seeond lot, and 1s. 3d. for the third lot.
There was a gradual rise.

The Minister for Works:
was the bulk of the eontract.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: For the second
secrion of this railway. built in 1908, the
first lot eost 1s. 214d., the second liot
1s. 4d., and the third lot ls. 6d.

The Premier: Where did they cost
15, 2V%%d.?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Alongside the line.

The Minister for Waorks: The majority
were at 1s. 2i4d.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : My endeavour is to
show that there bhas been a gradual rise
during the ennstruetion of these raiiways.
For the Neweastle-Bolgart railway in
September, 1908, the sleepers 6ft. by Sin.
by 4in. on tracks ecost 1s. 11d., or an in--
crease of T¥d. on the highest price for
the Donnybrook-Preston railway. A
good number of them T believe were cut
at Lion Ml

Mr. George:
forest.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T now come to the
Pinjarra-Marvinup railway.  The sleep-
ers on trucks at Dandalup eost 1s. 7V4d.

The first lof

Lien Mill is a warn-ont

There were 29,000 wanted, but only
10,000 were tendered for at first. That

tender was put in by Whittaker Bros.
There was no timber nearer than five
miles from Pinjarra along the route and
they needed these sleepers to ecarry them
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out to that point. At any rate there
was no tender for the other 19,000.
Afterwards further tenders were called,
with the result that Moore & Collins re-
ceived a contract to provide the sleepers
alongside the line at 1s, 5d.; but owing
to the position being so unsatisfactory in
their dealings with the Works Depart-
ment, owing to the difficulty of getting
satisfaction in the matter of inspection,
and also owing to the low price at which
they took the centract, they were only
able to supply 6,000 sleepers out of the
19,000, the result being that the contract
was cancelled.

The Minister for Works: I deo not
think it is yet cancelled.
Mr. O’LOGHLEN: If the Minister

will eonsult the files of his department
~he will find that it has been eancelled.

The Minister for Works:
seen the files?

Mr, (/) LOGHLEN:: T saw the Engin-
eer-iu-Chief in his office to-day.

The Minister for Works: And I was
speaking to the Engineer-in-Chief only
balf an hour ago. -

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Well, all 1 can say
is thai there may be a system of giving
to mewmbers on this side of the House in-
formation that 1s different from that
given to members on the other side. T
mevely desire to deal with what I have
been told this afternoon in the Engineer-
in-Chief’s office.  The sleepers required
for the Monnt Magnet-Black Range rail-
way were Gff. by 8in. by 4in, and they
cust 1s. 7d. on the trucks. T would like
the member for Muwrray (Mr. George)
to take notice of this. They were sup-
plied at 1s. 7d. at Taon Mill, while at
Mundijong they cost 1s. 9d. The hon.
member is aware that there are no hewers
at Alandijong, and they are only sawn
sleepers that come from there. but they
cost 1s, 9d. on the trucks.

Have you

Mr. George: I was quoted 2s. 10d. and
would not pay it, and made an enemy for
life.

Mr, OLOGHLEN: I wish to show a
gradual rise right through. The latest
contract is for the sleepers for the Marble

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bar railway. Of these 210,000 cost 2s.
2d., and 30,000 cost 1s, 1344.

The Premier: Where do they cost 2s.
24.9

Mr. OTOGHLEN: At Buonbmry.
Within less than kwo months the Works
Department have been compelled to add
over 4. a sleeper to the cost, and if they
have to pay this increase for 210,000
sleepers for the Marble Bar railway, I
ask is therc any injustice in another de-
partmeni nol paying an inerease of d.
a stick for the sleepers required for ex-
isting lines? Many contracts have heen
placed by private einployers for 9fL. Gin.
by 9in. by 5in. sleepers.

The Premier: Ten by five,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: No, nine by five,

T'he Premier: Where for?

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: T cannul tell you,
hut it is an absolute fact that they are
cutting them 9t Gin. by %in. by Jin.

The Premier: What are they paying?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Two shillings or
32s. a load. They are paying 32s. 9d.
4 load for 9ft. Bin. hy 10in. by Sin. slee-
pers, and 32s. 8d. for 10ft. Gin. by 10in.
hy Jin. sleepers, while for sleepers Sft.
Gin. by 10in. by 3in, they are paying 32s.
The sleepers over which the trouble has
arisen, the 7ft. by 9in. by 4%in., are
being paid for at the rate of 27s, 1d. per
lead. Why should this disparity exist?

The Minister for Works: I make it
37s. 1d. '

Mr. LOGHLEN: I am surprised at
the Minister. There is a difference of
10s. between his figures and mine. The
department are paying 27s. 1d. a load
for the sleepers over which the trouble
has arisen. but other employers are pay-
ing an average of 32s. 7d.. or an increase
of 5s. 6d. over the rate paid by the Rail-
way Department for sleepers for existing
lines. Are members going to agree to a
Government department paying such a
low rate to men who have stood loyally
by the Government for the last five or
seven vears? Are members going to sub-
mit to a policy which may be deseribed
as nothing less than sweating the sleeper
hewers? The Premier made much of the
fact that the companies by some sort of
agreentent between them were trying to
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get the Government hewers away. I
kuow ihe directors of many of the com-
panies, and I do not think thai they are
philanthropists, or that they are going to
bring about a state of affairs to force up
the wages of the hewers or of any of their
employees. So 1 do not think much re-
liance need be placed on the contention
raised.  Millarg’, the principal ecompany
operating in the timber trade in Western
Australia, through a foreman have offered
these men a guarantee of 18 months’ work
at a rate which is an inerease of 5s, 6d.
over what the Railway Department are
payving. As the Premier said, members
not conversanl with the subject may be
led away with the argument he advanced
that if these men can get an inerease of
58, 6d. a load at another place why do
they remain with the Government. There
is not one of these men cutting to-day;
they have ceased their work, and have
asked us as their represenlatives to try to
eet a promise from the Government that
when the Government require sleepers they
will pay the eurrent rate. The men ean get
5. Bd. extra elsewhere, but for years
they have been working loyally for the
Government, though as regards their get-
ting other employment the door is open
to them to-morrow. They eould find em-
ployment in any other centre, and by one
firm they have been practically guaran-
leed the increased rate of 5s. 6d. for 18
months. Are the Government going to
allow this state of affairs in the Railway
Department, that the department can get
its sleepers for 5s, 6d. less than private
people? T hold with the member for Pil-
bara {Mr. Underwond) thai the Govern-
ment should be model employers. We all
advocate State enterprise. Ministers may
take sides against ns on other questions.
but I believe they all consider that by the
administration of State departments much
good can be doue te the State. Then if
we believe in State enferprise, let us as
the people’s representatives not he ac-
eused of paying a sweating rate in re-
gard to the sleepers required for existing
lines.

The Minister for Railways: Is it a
sweating rate?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: These men have
been paid the lower rate for five or six
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years. Certainly they have been cutting
at these rates, but we are not in one
fized groove all the time. These men,
cuiting not only Government slespers,
but for others, eame to the conclusion
some months age that they wanted no
charity rate, that they wanted something
more. The member for Murray shakes
his head. . :

Mr. George: I have oo much respect
for the hewers to think they are cutting
for eharity.

Mr. OQ’LOGHLEN: Thev are not cui-
ting for charvity altogether, but the hon.
member knows that for vears they have
been euntting for 3s. 6d. a loud less than
they can obtain elsewhere.

Mr, George: No; but they may have
been last vear.

My, O'LOGHLEN: 1 say for five or
six years they have heen cutting at a
Inwer rate than they c¢ould obtain from
private employers, and T am prepared to
prove il.

The Premier:
doing sof

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Perhaps it is be-
cause they eonld see sune little advant-
age in getting this new area the Premier
mentioned.

Mr. Qeorge: And getting constant
work for six months at a {ime.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: Certainly they
have in the past received constant work,
but in the industry employees of other
eompanies have been regeiving constant
work both on piece-work and contraet,
at which they have warked long hours,
as has been said, and on Sundays as
well. So there can he no eriterion in
the amount of wages earned as shown
by the figuires of the Premier.

Mr. Foulkes: Why da they work on
Sundays?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Beeause there are
sume whe refuse to pay them enough so
that they may earn sufficient on othar
days. I want to make thiz point. that
these men who are eutting at 3s. Gd.
less per lead than others working for
private emplovers have to pay a license
fee, while those working for private em-
ployvers have not 1o pay it.

The Premier: What is the license? A
shilling a month only,

Why have they heen
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Mr. O’LOGHLEN : That does not mat-
ter. Every small amount is a eonsidera-
tion to these men. I submit that the
Premier should take up a different atti-
tude on this question, and shonld give an
assurance that when the Railway De-
partment requires sleepers ii wiil pay
the same rate as is paid outside. Muech
has been said about the good bush which
the men have. As I have pointed out,
they have been a eousiderable time cul-
ting in the Marrinup area. and T ask
niembers on the Government side if they
are prepared to se¢ men enffing sleepers
al a less vate for the Government than
thev ean obtain from private employers.
There were 250,000 sleepers for Port
Hedland, and an advance of 4d. a sleeper
was made. There has been a gradual
inerease for three years, and are we go-
ing to see the Railway Department re-
duce the rate to 20 o 30 men by 3d. a
sleeper for a few loads, that is the mat-
ter in a nutshell. We ask fur an assur-
ance trom the Prenner, and 1 helieve the
Premier is in sympathy with us. If the
Commissioner was not standing in the
way I am sure the Government would
eive more consideration, bat the Com-
missioner has rigid lines drawn up.
There is anoiher matter whigh, in a
great measure, is the cause of the motion
being brought forward. The HRailway
Department do not let tenders. Mr.
Travis, the inspeector, goes down to Bill
Jones or Tom Smith and says, ‘“Youn
supply 10,000 sleepers,”” and to John
Brown, ‘‘von supply another 10,000;"’
no tenders are called. The Works De-
partment called for itenders, and they
had to aceept tenders at an inerease of
4d. a stick. As regards the Railway De-
partment. if tenders were called for the
supply of sleepers for the existing lines
there would have to be a big inerease in
pay. 'The Premier need not run away
with the idea thal the men at Marrinup
are going to cut at this reduced rate,
for the men are going away to other
centres. [ want an assurance from the
Gavernment that they will not pay 5s.
6d. below the rate of private employers,
but that they will hring the rate up to
the standard. While men are cuatting at
Hs. BGd. less than they can obtain from
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private employers, they ave looked upon
as seabs, men who are disloyal; there-
tare, these men are going further afield
where higher rates ave patd. T ask the
Government when they do require
sleepers that they will pay the existing
tates.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) : I would like-to preface my
vemarks by drawing attention to the Hail-
ways Act of 1904, which provides thal the
question of any eontract of this sort is
enlirely under the jurisdiction of the
Commissioner of Railways. I think the
first point we have to consider in debating
a question of interference with that Aet,
or the conditions under which men are
employed by the Railway Department is,
are they unfair to the men employed
therein. Unless we consider the Commis-
sioner is using his position to the disad-
vantage of the men then we are not justi-
fied in considering any motion that will
have that efleet. In connection with the
dispute which has taken place between
some timber hewers and the Railway De-
partment, T would like to say that for
the past five years we have had a number
of men employed by the Railway Daepart-
ment, hewing sleepers for us at a fixed
rate. During the time I have been in
office I have never heard a word of com-
plaint in regard to the wages these men
are earning, They appeared to be qguite
satisfied, and it is only within the past
few days I have heard that there has been
any trouble existing. 1 have my own
ideas as to the cause of this trouble.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What are they?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
deal with that a little later. But T ean
assure members that the greater number
of these men. aeccording to the report T
have from Mr. Davis, the majority of the
men, are quite satisfied with the eondi-
tions, and are quite prepared to go on
except for the reason given by the mem-
her for Forrest, that it would be dis-
loyalty to the other hewers in the dis-
triet.

Mr. Holman: Absolutely incorreet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
never had any correspendence on the mat-
ter, and I have not met any of those
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pevple, but Mr. Davis is an old and
irusted employee of the department, and
his report is before me, and he points
out in connection with this dispute that
there are a few of the men who came to
this area from Worsley; the greater num-
ber of our timber hewers had not ar-
rived. The question was brought before
these men, who arrived at the Flora and
Fauna reserve. The meeting was not held
at Marrinup bui at Worsley. The man
who came here. as o representative of
these men, was not, to Mr. Davis’s know-
ledyge, ever employed with these men.

Mr. Holman: T know differently.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He
assures the Commissioner that these men
wonld be perfectly content to zo to work
if it was not for the reason that they
would he considered disloval. They know
from years’ experience of the department
that they have heen paid well and treated
well. The inspector states that he con-
siders the average wage earned by these
men to he 11s. a day; pretty good men
conld earn up to 15s, a day.

Mr. Gordoen: How manv hours?

Mr. (’Loghlen: Eighteen honrs.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Mr.
Davis says that they would have to work
longer hours. T cannot helieve for a
moment that men would refuse contracts
for 18 months’ work. Can anyone con-
ccive that a budy of workmen would re-
fuse 18 months’ eontract it thev could
get 5s. fid. a load more from others than
from the department.

Mr. (Loghlen: Are many men cutting
for the department?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: No,
because the hnn. member and others stop
them.

Mr. Holman: You are never fair.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member wired down thai there would
be no increase in the rate. The hon. mem-
ber sent a messace, which was quite cor-
rect it all paritenlars, and the men
eeased work,

Mr. A, A, Wilson: They had stopped
before that.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I
think the men ceased work immediately.

Mr. A, A Wilson: Thev had net
storted there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
inspector stules that these men will not go
to work, because if they do they will be
considered disloyal. In his report he
says—

“With a number of the men the latter
possibility (that is, the disloyalty)
seems to be the chief source of dissatis-
Faction, and since my return to Pin-
jarra, a number have teld me it is the
abuse they are likely to receive that
deters them from starting at present,
otherwise they were satisfied, vr they
wonld not have gone to Marrinup”

1 do kuow Ihat under lhe contract we
offered these men they are able to earn
1s., or a higher rate of wage. How
can members say that is sweating?

Mr. O'Loghlen: Yon call tor a tender,
and see.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
am not prepaved to do what the hLon.
member desires me, to call specially for a
tender and give up onr reserve, and the
men get all the advantage of our timber.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Do you approve of the
(Government rates being so muel lewer
than those of private employers?

The MINISTER 7OR MINES: Why
is the hon. member afraid of these men
guing to work for us® What is the dan-
wer? These men are offered contracts;
there is great activity in the timber in-
dustry at the present time.  Large con-
tracie have to be filled. and there is no
danger of the men not getling work.
The department have heen loyal te the
men, and the men have heen loyal to the
department. T dn not sce why we should
ehange our eonditions to-day. Would the
hon. member agree if the price of sleepers
rose now, that we should raise vur price,
and in a short time afterwards, there be-
ing a big lull and contracts taken at a
rate whieh would hardly pay the com-
panies—would the hon, member ask that
heeause the companies reduced their rates
ihat we should reduee our rates, We
should not. We should continue to pay
a Fair raie all the time.

Alr. Bolton: Ts it not vour desire that
private  emplovers should lower rheir
wages to your present standard?

The MINISTER FOR MINEES: T do
nnt know what the private employer
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should or would do. The member for
Murchison is not fair in saying that the

Railway  Department always redunce
wages.  There has been a general in-

erease in wages,

Mr, O’Loghlen: For sleepers?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member knows that the proposals
made to (he men were accepted. T ask
members, has it been shown here that the
conditions under which the men are work-
ing are such that we should interfere with
the powers of the Commissioner under
the 1904 Railway Act, 1f i ean be
shown that the Commissioner i= doing
someething whieh is not fair, we are justi-
fied in bringing the matter before the
House.  In this ease we find a large
number of men who for years have taken
these contracts from ug and have heen
fairly conlent. No one ean say that {hey
have heard complaints until the last few
weeks,

Mr. Huolman: There have heen ecom-
plaints for the past 12 months. The only
reason why there was no slir was that
there was a case before the Federal Arbi-
tration Court.

The MINISTER FQR MINES:
Arbitration Court would not deal
matters of this sort.

Mr. Holman: It would.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well,
I never heard of any trouble, and as lar
as the report is eoncerned these men are
quile satisfied. I want to tell hon mem-
hers that the Commissioner of Railways
some vears ago enfered into a eontraect
with the Collie cao-operative hewers tor
supplyv certain sleepers.  They were put
on in an area where the Works and Rail-
way Departmenis cut their sleepers. The
Collie co-operative hewers have to sapply
the Railway Department with 65,000
sleepers at 1s. 4144, and if the agitation
in this House he the means of instrneting
the Commissinner of Railways that he is
to increase his price to his coniractors.
then it will naturally follow that he must
pay an increased price also to the Collie
co-operative hewers on that contract.

Ay, O’Loghlen: Will you say anything
abant the Works Department.

The
with
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The MINISTER FOR MINES : I
have nothing to do with that. We have a
big eontract under which we are to be
supplied in the specified time, and the
sleepers are to be delivered at Bunbury.
Of course it naturally follows when a
man has to employ a large amount of
labour and get his work done in good time
he must pay a higher price, becaunse the
job lasts only during the period of the
contract. It is entirely different in the
Railway Department: because these men
know when they are engaged by us, dur-
ing wood conduct on their part and =o
long as we want sleepers ent, they will
have confinuous employment.  Further
than that, for Lhese last five years these
contracts have been earried on at the pre-
sent prices, And we have offered the men
new and virgin bush where, if ihey are
able to earn a fair thing at all, they will
be able to earn much hetter money than
what is paid by the Railway Department.
T sugzgest that the mation be withdrawn.

Mr. A, A, WILSOXN (Collie}: Certain
statements have been made which T wish
to try to explain away, The Minister
says he has a report from Mr, Davis. T
say advisedly that My. Davis must bave
heen playing the pame unfairly; because
he has made certain statements to fhe
hewers outside, and it wonld seem he has
made quite other siatements to the De-
partment. He informed the catters that
lie would advise that an increased rate of
pay be given for the Government sleep-
ers. He said this to Mr, James, who is
one of the contractors to the Government
and who has been in the Government em-
ploy for the last five years. And he said
it also to Mr. Cusack, who is a representa-
tive of one of the Collie eompanies. To
hoth of these Mr. James said he would
advise that the extra price be given for
the Government sleepers.  Eiiher these
two persons are guilty of a deliberate
falsehood, or else Mr. Davis has tried to
holster up his case for the Government
hy trying to get the price underent.

Mr (teorge: That is not like Mr. Davis.

Mr. A, A WILSON: I dn not know

whether it is or not; T have nat come to
this House to inake any false statement, or
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take any stand which I am not prepared
to stick to.

Mr. George: 1 do not think that you
are muking false statemenis; but the
man’s living is depending upon it

Mro AL A WITSON: And the hewers
are depending upon Mr. Davis’s living.
T suv that the price paid by the Govern-
ment 15 of the uimost importance, hecause
it is nsed as a lever by the other compan-
jes to reduce the rates operating.

Mr. George: Yei it seems they have ad-
vaneed their prices for cutting.

Mr. A. A, WILSON: The Govern-
ment price is twopence per sleeper under
the price paid at Kirrup, Greenbushes and
other places. The fact is this, that if
the companies employing hundreds of
men are to be influenced by the Govern-
ment in cutting down the price, it is going
to be bad for the trade generally. Hum-
dveds of men are getting threepence per
sléeper more than the Government men,
and the result will be that the wages will
come down, In regard e new bush, I
have heen over that bush, both the flora
and fauna reserve and the Coomballup
Swamp: and speaking, not as a woodman
hut as one wha, perhaps, knows a straight
tree from one in the wind, I think the
('oomballup Swamp timber is just as good
as the other. I have been through Wor-
sley, and my friend the member for Mnr-
ray koows that the Worsley timber is
equal tn any. If one argument could be
adduced why the Govermment should eon-
sider the claims of these men it is the
fact that they have worked for eight
months under the price given by the Gov-
ernment, and it is only fair that as an
advance has been given by other employers
the Government should step ferward and
see that they (the Government) do noth-
ing unworthy of a fair employer. That
is all we want. I say advisedly that the
statements made by Mr, Davis to the Min-
jster are in direet contradietion to the
statements made by him to the hewers.

AMr. GEORGE (Murray): In refer-
ence to this matter, perhaps I may be
pardoned for intruding myself into the
debate, as I have had to do with the
timber bewing indust¥y in Australia for
abont 30 years. Many years ago a num-
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ber of hewers who had been in my em-
ploy in Victoria followed e vver here;
and some of them are liere now. I am
sorry it any of my interjections have
offended hon. wembers on  the ather
side. for I recognise that they are justi-
iably trying to do their best Fur the class
of men they represent; but they mmust
remember that ihere are otheis who
have just as much interest in, and who
Just as ardently desire that the men
whom our friends are speakinr about
should he fairly paid as they are them-
selves, The member for Collie referred
to Mr. Davis, a timber inspector. I put
Mr. Davis oo about six years apgo. I
like to speak of a man as I find him, and
hon. members will not think less of me
for that. I have knewn Mr. Davis for
about six years. He is a practieal sleeper
hewer. He is not a man who merely
talks; le has been right through 1the
rame, and he eould take his coat off and
do as good a day’s work, when he once
got into fettle again, as any of the hewers
in the bush fo-day. He is a man respected
by the liewers. He is not the sort of man
he might he taken to be from what has
fallen from hon. members opposite. 1
believe there is not anotber man in the
Western Australian bush  whose word
eould he accepted more readily, nnd who
could be trusted more implicitly than Mr.
1tavis. Perhaps there could be no better
proof of this than the faet that during
the four yenrs over which I had dealings
with Mr. Davis T had no trouble whatever
with any of the hewers supplying the
Railway Department. Mr. Me(ox, who
preceded Mr. Davis, did nnt make irouble;
but he bad trouble, and when he eame to
me about it I said, “Let these hewers come
up and see us; we will give them a free
pass up, and I will talk with them. Lot
themn understand that they are talking
with a man who knows the game.”

Mr. Walker: What game?

Mr. GEORGE: "he sleeper hewers
game; it is a game I know from A to Z.
I met these men; one of them I remember
was Burns—he may he working there to-
day for all T know to the contrary. The
conditions T put to them were these: I
wanted a certain number of sleepers for
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the Railway Departwent; I was prepared
. to pay a fair price—1s. 1d. at the stump,
1s, 4%d. at the siding. That might not
be a fair price to-day, but it was then.
1 said to these men, “I know all your
tronbles about having to shift camp after
perhaps a month’s work. Now I will
gnargntee a six months’ job, and give
you full work for that time; then per-
haps at the end of that six months there
will be another six months’ work.” Now
what was the result? Some of those men
have been hewing for the Railway De-
partment ever since.

Mr. Daglish: Are the rates the same
now ? ' .

Mr. GEORGE: I do not know; the
rates I pald were 1s. 1d. at the stump,
s, 414d. at the siding.

The Minister for Mines: They are just
the same now.

Mr. GEORGE: These men have been
working for the department for years. T
do not know whether the rate is a fair
one to-day, but that is a question that
can be gone into. If the Government
are placing further contracts for sleepers,
it would seem ito me altogether ineom-
gruous if they paid a less rate than the
rate ruling outside. Now that, [ think,
should be quite sufficient to show hon.
members the trend of my views. But in
regard to Mr. Davis, if the member for
Collie knew Mr. Davis as well as I know
him, be would know that he is a man of
a very high standard of character, and
that his word is good. And if I were
going into the timber trade to-morrow,
Mr. Davis wonld not be in the Govern-
ment empoly one minute longer than it
wonld take me to engage him at his own
price.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: I know these people
who told me just as well as you know Mr.
Davis.

Mr. GEORGE: Yes, of course the hon.
member has had his information from gen-
tlemen he knows; but T do not know them.
However, I do know Mr. Davis, and T
say that if 1 were going into the timber
trade Lo-morrow I would see to it that Mr.
Davis went with me. If the Commis-
sioner of Railways requires sleepers for
his work, if he must have these sleepers,
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of course he must pay for them. Hou.
members will be at one with me in this
particular.  Soon after I heeame Com-
missioner of Rallways 1 wanted sleepers
and I advertised for them. There were
some new, and it seemed to me silly,
regulations in regard to the Tender
Board. I may say I have not altered my
opinion in that respect, However, I ad-
vertised, The result was that amongst
others one firm ecame forward with a
tender at, I believe, 2s. 10d. or there-
abouts per sleeper, when T kinew well
enrongh that I conld buy them at
1s. 4V,d. The head of the very lirm
that put in that price of 2s 10d. was
the man who had pnrsued me like a re-
ligions enemy ever sinece and who is now
out of the State. Ay a practical man [
knew thal the price was absolutely out
of the question. While it is quite right
that the Government should see that they
do not pay teo much to any Hmber com-
bine they are quite right also not o pay
an unveasonably high priee to the sleeper
hewers; but by all means they should pay
a fair market price. Now, what is a
fuir market price? According to those
who are conversant with the timber for-
ests—and T am not making any invidious
comparison when I refer to the members
for Farrest and Collie; the member for
Murchison has had a large experience in
regard to the organising of men, but per-
haps his lmowledge of timber is not as
profound as that of the other two hon.
bhon, members whom I have mentioned,
It is all a question of the bush. Take
the bush at Chidlow’s Well and Lion Mill
for example. Everyoue conversant with
the practical work of a timber hewer
knows very well that the bush there is
very diffienlt to get sleepers from as it has
heen depleted of anything like free split-
ting timber for a long time. Those desir-
ing to cbtain sleepers from there have to
pay more for them than in virgin eouniry.
At those places men have to groove the
sleepers out, and this means much more
work. When I was Commisstoner, and
I presume it is the same now. I found
that if [ wanted sleepers from those par-
Lienlar distriets I. must be prepared to
pay more money for them. That was only
fair. for it is a very diffienlt matter for
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ihe hewers to get supplies of sleepers
from there. It is an altogether different
proposition at Marrinup, and down near
sy Jrlace at Lunenburg.

Mr. O’Logblen: That is where they are
getting the high price to-day.

Mr. GEORGE: Whereas at Lion Mill
or Chidiow’s Well a hewer would be able
lo get perhaps only one length from a
tree, and then have to groove that timber
in order to get a sleeper, at Marradong
or Lunenburg he could get three, four,
or five lengths from an easy splitting tree,
while the timber is very different to put
a broad axe on. With regard to the price
that should be paid for sleepers——

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Do you not think the
same rates should be paid by the Govern-
ment as by other employers if the bush
and conditions are the same?

Mr. GEORGE: A remark was made as
to the price being pald for the sleepers
by the timber companies. I suppose we
all know, at all events many of us do,
why the companies pay the higher price.
The companies are after the dollars, as
we all are. They have undertaken econ-
traets to provide jarrah sleepers, and con-
traets bave been somewhat plentiful of
late, as the value of the timber is now be-
coming so well known in South Afriea,
South America, and India, the conse-
quence heing that there is a great demand
for it. This demand is due not only to
the excellent quality of the timber, but
also owing to the scarcity that exists in
timber suitable for sleepers in other parts
of the world. It is this very fact that
should make us carefnl of our iimber sup-
plies. The demand has resulted in higher
prices heing obtained under contract by
the companies, with the nataral result that
the companies must and do pay a higher
wage to the men who get the jarrah. With
the Government the position is this:
every year they require for the existing
railways a eertain number of sleepers for
maintenance, say two or three hundred
thousand. For the careful carrying on
of the railways it is necessary for them
to aceumulate a Jarge quantity of sleepers
so that the supply eannot in any one
year run short and necessitate green tim-
ber being put into the road. Any engine
driver who goes over a road made with
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green sleepers knows he has to be much
more careful than on a voad wade solid
with seasoned sieepers. At all events the
policy T adopled when I commanded the
railways, perhaps for hetter or for worse,
was {o accumulate (imber so thai it should
become seasoned before heing put into
the road. | wonld have thoueht il of
myself had [ given the engine-drivers
cause to complain that they had to run
engines over green sleepers and a faulty
road. My ohject was to  enable
them to run their engines wiil con-
fidence, and T helieve they acknowledge
that.  During wmy iime [ put more
than a million sleepers into the road. Tf
the Government have carried on that
policy. and accnmuiated a large quantity
of sleepers ready for any emergency, and
also for the general maintenance, then the
position af present may be that they will
not require to obiain more for some time,
What the member for Forrest wants is,
not that the Government should be com-
pelled to obtain  more sleepers now,
whether they are needed for the road or
not, but that when the time comes for
more slegpers to be obtained the price
paid for them by the Government should
be approximately the ruling raie? I
think the Premier has given the memher
that assurance.

Mr. O’Loghlen: He said he would see
the Coummissioner himself,

Ar. GEORGE: Of course the Premier
must see the Commissioner about it.
Surely members will agree that they ean-
not possibly ask the Premier himself to
decide a question of this kind without
receiving all the faets of the case from
the Commissioner. Let members be fair
on this point. I do not want to go into
my grievances, for they are done with. I
have wiped them off the slate, but my
experience enables me to suggest what is
a fair course to adopt towards the men
in charge. The House expects the Com-
missioner to manage and eonduct the rail-
ways on fair lines, both to the men and
publie, and they also want him to show
a return at the end of each year. If we
ask the Commissioner, whoever he may
be, to give a surplus each year, we must
not tHie his hands so that he cannot do
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what comunercial men must always do,
get in his supplies to the best advantage
possible; that would be unfair to him.
If it is proper that fair treatment
should be meted out to employees,
sarely the man who takes the responsi-
bility, the man at the liead of an institu-
tion suech as the railways, shonld also
have fair treatment. 1f you say that he
shall pay higher wages for day labour,
or on piecework, then you take from him
the possibility of returning a lump sum
at the end of the vear and must relieve
him of that much responsibility which
the House must shoulder,

Mr. Johnsou: Then is the lump sum to
be taken from the wages of the workers?

Mr. FHovan: It was never laid down
that the raillways shouid be made to pay.
Sueh a clause wuas uol inseried in vour
contract.

Mr. GEORGE: T do vnot knew whether
guch 2 elause was inserted or mot. I
know very well that if 1 had been unable
to show a surplus it would have been “off
with s head!” The member for For-
rest gnoted a number of figures, and I
would like him, when the debate is con-
cluded, to let me have a cupy of them as
o my mind they do nnt seem to balance.
He said thai the Warks Department paid
25, 2d. ai Bunbury tfor 6ft. Gin. timber,
8 x 4, while the price paid hy the timber
companies for 9 x 3 timber was 2s. Now
what does it eost to get the sleepers to
Bunbury? Shall we say 3d. or 4d.7 As-
suming for the sake of argument that
the sleepers eost even sixpence to get to
Bunbury it would mean that the timber
entter would get 1s. 5d. at the station for
8 x 4 sleepers or say ls. 5d. at the stump.
The members for Collie and Forrest,

with their praeileal experence, and
the member for Murehison, with his
administrative ability, will see that

if timber hewers conld get 1s. Sd. at the
sturop and 2s. at the station for 9 x 5
timber, and could get 1s. 5d. at the stump
for § x 4 timber, they would be jumping
nver each other frying to get a job at the
last-named price. It is a well-known
faet to those having any knowledge at
all of the industry that it is very much
hetfer to take a smaller price for a small
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sleeper than a higher price, correspond-
ingly large in aceordance with the in-
ereased size of the sleeper, for the large
one. This is due to the fact that with
the larger sleepers so few can be got out
of one length when the tree is dropped.

Mr. A. A, Wilson: You forget that
the companies have to make a profit.

Mr. GEORGE : The companies say
they do not make any profit, and we must
belteve them. et us take for iustance
a 10ft. sleeper 10 x 5. A practical man
wil know that he may only pet two or
three sleepers of thal size, while he gets
four or five 8 x 4 sleepers. The smaller
the sleeper the more he gets out of a tree.
With regard fo what has heeu said of Mr.
Davis, he always knew thal the depart-
ment required a certain number uf piles,
a certain number of beams, split posts
and sleepers, and made all his arrange-
nents accordingly. He knew that if he
dropped a tree and could not get sleepers
he would be able to get for the depart-
ment a certain number of split posts out
of i, and would be paid for them. The
department also gave him instructions to
the effect thal they wanted piles, and if
he saw any in the forest he eould get
them. Thirty vears ago 1 had consider-
able experience of this business in Vie-
toria, and was in the fortunate position
then of being able to give similar mixed
specifications and thus get every inch oui
of a trec. In every case the price of a
sleeper must depend on the demand.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You will acknowledge
that there has been a gradual increase in
the price for some time past.

Mr. GEORGE: Yes, from the figures
that bave heen quoted. What members
are striving for is an assuranee from the
Premier that when sleepers are required
in the future ihe Government will pay
the ruling rate; but to my idea the Pre-
mier has already given that assnrance.

The Premier: That is so.

Mr. GEQRGY : Well, that being so, the
affair is seftled, and we are now only
fighting wind, and perhaps I am assist-
tngr. 1 can give hon. members a little
information which perhaps mayv he of
interest as to whal Lkappened to me 4l
vears age. In lhe year 1868 when T was
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working as a lad T was supplying a eer-
tain article at eighteenpence a piece.
Six months later, heeause the China
trade was over, and there was only work
for stoek, I had te turn out the same
article at sixpence. This iz & clear ex-
ample how the price depends entirely v
supply and demand. The Minister lor
Railways put the matter succinetly
when he said that sappusing  the
rate tor sleepers went down would mem-
bers suppart the CGovernment if they
dropped their price to the hewers to the
lowest rate existing elsewhere. Although
members opposite might know that this
state of affairs existed, still they would
withont doubf make a good fight Lo keep
the rate up. alihough having done their
duty tn their constifuents, they must re-
member there is a duiy to the country
at large. and if the finaneial position of
the Siate is bad, they may have some
few gualms of conscience in taking wp
that stand. I particularly desire to re-
peat that I know Mr. Davis is an honest,
white man, and that his word is worth
taking.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
pm)

Mr. BATH (Brown Hiil}: T just wish
to offer a few observations on this mat-
ter, not so mueh on the technical side.
hecause that is a question ! must confess
my ignorance on. I cannot claim to
possess the same cyclopedic knowledze
which the member for Murray seems to
possess, but the point I wish to emphas-
ise 15 this, that the House would be doing
a very greal injustice if it always defer-
mined in relation to the wages paid to
its emplovees never to give the question
consideration hecause some of these em-
ployees did not ecomplain. As a natter
of fact, we would never have undertaken
early closing, factortes or industrial leg-
islation of any character, seeking so fre-
quently as it does to assist those who are
in receipt of a low rate of wages, il we
bhad always withheld our assistanee he-
cause some of these people concerned had
not complained. It is those who most
need assistance who are in the position
that they have no means of complaining,
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or if they do complain, lay themselves
open to be vietimised. The Minister bas
referred to the fact that under the Rail-
ways Act the Commissiener is given con-
trol over the question of contraets, I pre-
sume for the supply of stores, and in
support of his argument the Minister
stated that we should refrain from inter-
fering. We have the member for Mur-
ray saying it is a bad thing indeed to in-
terfere with the Commissioner, because it
will hamper him in dealing with the rail-
ways as a commereial . proposition. Tt
scems to e that the chickens have come
liome to roost, hecause when the Bill was
beinz dizenssed T pointed out that hon.
members, or n number of them, were
quile preparved that Patliament should in-
terfere with what T might terin the autn-
eratic powers of the Commissioner, as
long as they affected those interests which
were so well represented on the Minister-
ial benches. They were prepared to with-
hold from bim full power and to place
him under Ministerial conirel, and thus
be responsible to Parliament, and where
it was a question of bringing influence
to bear i respect of getting a reduetion
of freights, I emphasised that argument
when discussing the Railway Bill.

The Premier: Has not influence heen
broughi to bear to increase wages?

Mr. BATH: [ am only referring to the
frantie efforts that were made to retain
Ministerial eontrol.

The Minister for Mines: In the amend-
ing Aect, if the Government interfere
with the rates they take the responsi-
bility.

Mr. BATH: I am merely pointing out
that hon. members, particularly those
vepresenting agricultural constituencies,
were very anXious that power should be
retained by the Minister. I want to point
out that beinig State railways, and that
the State consisis of the people, it is as
much our duty to consider tbe interests
of those who sell their labour for wages
as it is to consider the inierests of the
produeers. They are as much a part of
the community responsible for the rail-
ways as are the producers, whether they
he agricultural or pastoral, and the nght
of this Parliament to express or lay down
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a general line of conduct within which
the Copumissioner shall work is just as
necessary on the question of wages as it
is on the question of rates to be charged
for the earriage of produce. It is in no
sense handicapping the Commissioner, or
preventing him from earrying out his
duties in a proper manner if the House
retains that power.

Mr. George: You do not want the
Commissioner then, you want Ministerial
eontrol entirvely.

Mr. BATH: The hon. member has re-
duced his argument to an absurdity
when he states that. While Parliament,
or an administration representing Par-
liament, can lay down a general line of
condnet within which the Commissioner
shall work, there is still ample scope for
a Commissioner or manager to supervise
the actual working of the railways, just
the same as a board of directers may
prescribe a policy, while the manager is
appointed to see that it is carried ont,
and also to ensure its being carried out.
On this question I agree with hon. mem-
bers that we should not in the rates of
wages we pay, or the amounts which we
give for piecework, such as this, set a
bad example to other employers. The
foundation at least shonld be that we
should pay a wage equal te that paid by
other employers, and where employers
are indulging in sweating, I go further
and say that the State should set a good
example and pay rates that are not
sweating rates. It has been argued in
this connection that the higher amount
paid by other employers—and I may say
there has been no refutation of the
figures submitted by the member for
Forrest on this-matter—is only a tem-
porary expedient, and that the Railway
Department on the other hand have
been consistently paying a certain rate.
I have had some knowledge of the rates
that are being paid, and I know that for
a considerable time past outside em-
ployers have been paying in excess of
the rate which the Government have
been paying for hewn sleepers. It gives
to the employer this opportunity. He
says to the workers when they ask for
an agreement in which certain rates are
speecified; ‘‘you come to us and ask us
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to pay these rates to our men, and yet
at the same time you acquiesce in the
Government of the State paying lesser
rates than these, and that same Govern-
ment compels ns to submit to the die-
tates of a court of compulsory arbitra-
tion.'*  That is not consistent, and [
think there should have been no neces-
sity for a lengthy diseussion, or for
the neecessity of asking the Premiex
to give an assurance that in future
demands for supphies from hewers em-
ployed by the Raillway Department, the
rates paid should be in line with those
ruling with private companies. That
seems to be a reasonable demand, and I
would regret to see the House consent-
ing to any other ¢ourse being adopted.

Mr. DAGLISH (Subiacn): I guestion
very much whether, during the course of
ihis debate, the House has got much
further forward in the argument. I
have listened carefully to hon. members
on both sides with a view of aseertain-
ing, as far as I could, the real position.
I have taken the liberty of interjecting
to find out the actual rates paid, but I
have had some difficulty, as one un-
acquainted with the timber industry, in
deciding for myself as te what remuner-
ation was earned by those engaged in
sleeper hewing. I yield to no one in the
desire to see not only fair wages paid,
but a reasonable example in that respeet
set by the Government. I quite agree
with the Leader of the QOpposition that
this House is perfeetly justified in inler-
fering with regard to the railway ad-
ministration for the purpose of insisting
on the payment of what hon. members
regard as proper wages for the workers
employed in any partieular line of wonrk
by that department. Listening to the
various arguments made by the different
hon. members, I have gathered that some
years ago, while the present member for
Murray was Commissioner of Railways,
a rate was fixed by the Cammissioner for
the payment of hewers employed by the
(GGovernment; that at that time the rate
was regarded by the men then engaged
as hewers as being a fair rate; that at
that time the rate ruling for sleeper
hewing wag lower than it is at the pre-
sent time; that since that time a rise in
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ithe pay of hewers employed by outside -
firms has taken place, and no change has
been made in the remuneration to hew-
ers employed by the Government. That,
I think, is the effect of what has been
explained to the House to-day. If that
be right then I venture to say undoubt-
edly to-day these hewers, who have been
working for the Government, have some
claim to consideration; that undoubted-
ly there is very considerable substance
in the case presented by the member for
Murchison, and supported by the mem-
ber for Forrest, that if these hewers
were permanently employed, and had a
guarantee of perpetual engagement by
the Government, then, perhaps, it would
be justifiable that the Government, hav-
ing fixed what was somewhat more than
a living wage, should always retain that
rate of payment; but 1 understand that
these men are employed, not under per-
petnal engagement, but only as the
sleepers are vequired. Therefore, while
to-day there may be 50 men emploved
there is no guarantee that those 50 men
will be employed six months hence.

The Premier: They have been working
for five years.

Mr. DAGLISH: Yes, but all the time
this debate has been going on, I have
been endeavouring to find out what the
exact position is, and I understand,.
though these men have heen working for
five years, they have not had five years’
engagement.

Mr. George: They have had
months’ engagement.

Mr. DAGLISH: §till, there has been
no permanency of employment. I do not
naind whether there has been an engage-
ment for six months or not, but even six
months' engagement is not permanent as
I understand it. But is there a econtinu-
ous demand for those sleepers? There
has been no goarantee to thesa men :hat
Lhere shall be ihis demand.

The Premier: We have to keep the
railways up.

Mr. DAGLISH: There has been no
guarantee that the railways will require
a certain number of sleepers each year,
or that the sleepers required will be taken
from these men. If these men have not a
permanency of occupation they are un-
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doubtedly entitled to profit by the wpward
Auctuation of wages cansed by the in-
creased demand in their empioymeut;
but if they have permaneney of oceupa-
tion by which they are not liable to suffer
any reduction in pay caused by ihe em-
ployment beecoming less remunerative, of
course then they cannot expect to pro-
fit by the upward fluctnation due to the
larger demand for the commodity they
produce. However, I think the cireum-
stances, as explained by different hon.
members, including the member for Mur-
ray, justify me in saying that these men
have a large claim on the consideration of
the Government; but we had at the outset
of the debate a promise from the Premier.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If it were a promise it
would be all right, but it was not an as-
surance.

Mr. DAGLISH: The Premier at the
outset of the debate, when replying to the
member for Murchison, said that he
would go into this question with the Com-

missioner of Railways.

Mr. Holman: I went to bim a fortnight
ago and we have been waiting for some-
thing ever sinee.

Mr. DAGLISH: My experience of the
Premier is that when an assurance is
given by him it has been carried out. I
helieve the Premier has, like myself, the
fullest sympathy for the reasonable de-
mands of the workers for fair wages. I
ask the member for Murchison and mem-
bers on both sides of the House whether
we cannot trust the Premier to see that
this matter is satisfactorily adjusted?

Mr. Swan: I do not think we have a
definite assurance yet.

The Premier: I said T was prepared on
the completion of the existing contracts
to suggest to the Commissioner that be
should eall tenders, or that he should pay
the existing vates.

Mr. Bolton: On the completion of the
present contract? ‘

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. DAGLISH : The Premier has ab-
solute knowledge particularly in regard to
this industry, and I think—] am not
speaking from a party point of view—
that we can trust him to see that fair con-
ditions are insisted on in regard to men
engaged by the Railway Department. I
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have eandidly expressed my opinion, one

perhaps some hon. members think oughi
not to come from the Government side of
the House, seeing that by some of the re-
ferences made to-day it has been implied
that the mere fact of a member sitting
on this side of the House shows that he
cannot be in sympathy with the demand
for larger wages.

AMr, A, A, Wilson: That is not so.

Mr., DAGLISH: The inference may
Fairly have been read into some of the re-
marks made, if not into the remarks made
by all the speakers, but I have no hesita-
tion in repeating that the men have some
grievance, and that T hope that grievance
will be redressed.

Mr. HOLMAN (in reply): To make it
clear to hon. members who have spoken
I may explain that at the present time
the men affected by this trouble have ne
eontract whatsoever with the Railway De-
partment. Mr. James, who has been re-
ferred to, has a party of men who ent on
the gang system, but I have documents
signed by all the men on the job staling
that they have no contract of any sort.
The same system has been in vogme on
the railways for a considerable time, be-
canse a little while ago when one man
cleared out with the money belonging to
the hewers, I wrote and asked about this
eontraet, but there was no contract of any
kind. Mr. James is supposed to supply
sleepers from Marrinup at the railway
siding. He has a gang of about twenty
men working for him, but none of these
menn have any gunarantee of permanent
employment. They may be told by this
earter that he will not eart any more of
their sleepers.

The Premier: Is not James simply the
earier?

Mr. HOLMAN : Bat e is the man who
is dealt with by the Railway Department.

Mr. Taylor: He is practieally a sub-
contractor?

Mr, FIOLMAN : Yes, that is practically
the system, and it is a very unsatisfactory
one, because all these eutters have heen
fighting for some time to deal directly
with the Railway Depariment so as not
to leave them in the position of losing
their earnings through this man’s heing
dighonest or having a loss. They want to
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desl directly with the Raitlway Depart-
ment, because if the persen supplying
so many sleepers to the department he-
longing to these men happened to have
the money, given to him by the depart-
ment for the men, stolen from him, Lhe
sleeper-hewers would have to suffer the
loss, as they have done before. The posi-
tion of these men 1s more unsatisfactory
than that of men working for outside em-
ployers, because if a man is working for
a private employer-—DMillars’ or any other
company—he is always certain of gelting
paid for the work he does, but the men
working Cnr the Railway Department are
not even certain of getting payment for
the work they have done if anything hap-
pens to the man who is practically the
sub-coniractor between them and the Rail-
way Departinent.

The Premier: Why canrol they do the
same as the co-vperative society?

Mr. HOLMAN : Simply because we
have made application at certain times
for certain conditions, and the Premier
will remember when this question was
laid definitely before bhim some twelve
months ago the reason why it was not
followed up and dealt with, It was be-
cause al the same conferenve that decided
te wait upon the Premier it was decided
to submit a case to {he ¥Federal Arhitra-
tion Court; and as the ease was snh judice
we could not go any further with il at the
time. Denling with the positton of Lhe
Commissioner of Railwavs, I maintain
that if any distorbance to industrial peace
is involved it is the bounden duty of PPar-
lianment to step in, and of the Government
to deeide the poliey to he earried out. Tle
Minister has full powers over the expen-
diture of maney on the railways, and the
Commissioner canuot spend a penay un-
less the Minister gives the aulhority; so
that when it comes to a question of ex-
penditure it s very poor poliey for the
Government to throw the responsibility
on to the shoulders of the Commissioner
of Railways. I maintain it is a quesiion
of poliey involving the welfare of Lhe
State, and that the Government shkenld
take the responsibility and say whetler
they are going to treat their emplyvaes
the same as any other emplovers,
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The Premier: You would nov say ibat
the department should treat them
sapie as uiher emplosyers if other
ployers patd a lower rate,

the
£in=-

Mr. HOLMAXN: 1f there is a raie of
wages adopted throughont the State and
necepted as a fair rate, the Covermment
should fall into hine with it. I maintain
that if the rate of wages is too low out-
side to keep men decently, the (Govern-
ment should set the example by siving
an increased rate. They should not be
the ones to bring down the rate in op-
position to other employers. It is usnal
for the Minister fur Ratlways in matiers
of this sort to throw out an inference for
whieh he has wo grounds. The inference
thrown out to-night is that we, heing in-
icrested parties, have Ffomenied this
ironble.  The Minister was referring fo
the member for Forresi and myself. [
give fhat inference an emphatic denial.
hecause the whole aflair had been brought
to a head and earried out in ils entirely
hefore T knew anything about . I
would noit bave appeared in the matter
mniil the thing arrived at a eritieal stage,
but that the member for Forrest and
another member who had charge of the
matter had gone out of the State and the
Commissioner of Railways had refuserd
Lo give me & reply (o some questions |
had asked. 1 then went to the AMinister
and asked for a definite reply as to
whether the department would inerease
the rate or not, but the Minister and the
Commissioner refused to have any deal-
imgs with me. That was unmaterial to
me, but T desired the information on ae-
count of the absence of the two membars
dealing with the matier and in order io
reply (o namerous lelegrams [ had re-
ceived asking me what was the intention
of the Government in {he maiter. Here
we have the Minister for Railway= infer-
ving that beecause we were interested in
the matter we were fomenting the iroubie
that has taken place. To show that wha
the Minister said about Mr. Davis and the
men is ineorreet, T will read the resolu-
tion carried hy the men affected before
anyone outside had any dealings in the
maller. This 18 the vesolution carried
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and signed by all 1he sleener heworz ai
Marrinup—

“We the undersigned sleeper hewers
encgaged hewing {jovernment sleepers
at Marrinup, hereby anthorize My, A.
Rowlands to piace hefrre the proper
authorities 1he foliowing resolution
agreed to and earried by the whole of
the hewers concerned: ‘That we decide
to cut no more Government sleepers
at present rate, and that we demand the
ruling vate as paid by other employ-
ers,'” )

This was all dene before 1 was interested
in the matter. A day or btwo after [
received the following telegram from Mr.
Rowlamnds 1 —

“All Govermment hewers here refuse
work at present vote. demand eurrent
rates.” :

That shows clearly that 1 knew nothing
of the position until the 7th September.
A day or two after that I waited on the
Premier and the Commissioner, knowing
that a cessation of work was about to
take place. After a delay of about a
weelk, on the 14th, the Commissioner and
the Minister having refused me any in-
formmation, when T ecame to the House
there were two letters for the members
for Forresl and Collle. I reccived his
letter from the member for Collie, and
telegraphed to the represenlative of the
men at Pinjarra that the Commissioner
of Railways vefnsed to pay the curreni
rates as paid by other employers. The
reply frum the representative of the men
was, “Men ceased work immediately news
received.” So it went on, and at pre-
sent they have heen cut of work nearly a
fortnight. The position is more far-
reachimg than many members seem fo
consider. Tf (hese men eease work and
the Commissioner of Railways attempts
to seeure sleepers at a lower cost than
others pay, the position will be that every
sleeper-hewer in the State will know that
his welfare is threatened, and in all pro-
hability a demand will he made which
will do injustice to other employers. That
is not what we desire, becanse there is a
question of principle involved; and 1
maintain that the men are justified in
protecting their own interesis to the ful-
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lest extent,

made, will clearly show that I have merely
done what I considered to be in the best
interests of the State to try and prevent
any trouble oceurring (hat may hring
about a bigger reduction in the revenue,
than to pay the men a fair rate of wages.
All we ask is thal the Governmen{ shall
pay the same current rate for the hewing
of sleepers as is paid by oniside employ-
ers. If the Premier will give usg that
assuranee no ane will be more pleased
than myself to withdraw the motion, feel-
ing sure that in the near future this mat-
ter will be settled and the indusiry nol
ilhreatened. 1 believe the Premier has
stated that he will give that assurance,
If he will do so at present I shall be
pleased to withdraw the motion which I
have moved. T trust the remarks to-night
will prevent what might be a serious
trouble in the timber industry. T do not
know if the Premier will give the assur-
ance T ask.

The Premier: T am prepared Lo repeat
the assurance that T bave already given.

Mr, HOLMAN: What is that?

The PREMIER: I do uot know if I
am in order. We have a gentleman en-
Irusted with the management of the rail-
ways, and it is only fair and reasonable
1 should take the opportunity of inform-
ing Mr. Short the result of the delibera-
tions here. At the same time [ am pre-
pared to suggest to him that when the
conlraets now ronning are completed he
should pay the current rate of wages or
eall for tenders as has heen done in the
past.

My, HOLMAN: On the assurance of
the Premier that it is intended to do ihe
best towards paying the rates, T ask leave
to withdraw the motion.

Mobion by leave withdrawn.

QUESTION — RATLWAY WORK-
SHOPS, EMPLOYEES' WAGES.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister

for Railwavs: Ts it true that some iron

dressers  employed at the Government
workshops, who have had previous ex-
perience and have heen over three months

I think the eorrespondence
I have read, and the explanation I have -
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in the service, are only receiving 7s. 6d.
per day.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: Yes, two. This is in aceordance
with the minimum provided in the indus-
trinl agreement, but, on the recommenda-
tion of the Chief Mechanical Engineer,
arrangements have been made to pay these
men 8s, per day as from the 4th inst.

QUESTION—FISHING, CLOSE
SEASON.

Mr. DAGLISH asked the Premier: Is
it the intention of the Government to
eause a proclamation to issue closing the
Wesl Australian waters to fishing for
flathead, flounder and black bream dur-
ing the months of August and Seplember
of each year, for the more effectual eon-
servation of the fish supply, and for the
proteetion of the spawning and feeding
grounds, under Section 9 of “The Fish-
eries Acl, 19057

The PREMIER replied: No; because
frmn seienlifie investigations carried out
in different parts of the world, including
Australia, it has been proved that with
vue or twoe exceptions all species of food
fishes lay o pelagic egg, in which are in-
cinded fhe flathead, flounder, and black
bream. Although it may be considered
advisable to declare a close season for
black bream. which is an anadromous
fish, the difficulty of enforeing any such
¢lose =eagon would he so great as to make
the sugwestion impraeticable. With re-
gard to flathead and flounder, these be-
ing open sea fishes, there is no necessity
fa resirict the ecatehing of them during
spawning season.

BILL - FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC
ILTGHTING ACT AMENDMENT.

Order discharged.

Order of the Dav for third reading
read,

Mr. POULKES (Claremont): T pro-
pose moving that this  Order he dis-
chavged. and T think it is only right that
1 should inform the Honse of my reasons
for so doing. About four vears ago a
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private Bill was introduced to give power
to the municipality of Fremantle to sup-
ply electric light, and to construet tram-
ways in the Fremantle municipal dis-
trict. Last year a Bill was introduced
by the Governmeni called a public Bill
altering the powers contained in the orig-
inal private Bill. This year I introduced
& Bill called a public Bill making an alter-
ation in the original private Bill. T have
been informed that exception was taken
by the member for Dundas as to the form
in which the Bill was introduced, and al-
though T could bring forward arguments
in favour of the course that has been ad-
opted by myself I quite admit there might
be a certain amount of opposition bronght
against that view. Having regard to the
faet that I do not know if the question
was brought before the Speaker what de-
cision the Speaker might arrive at, still
if it was ruled that the Bill was perfectly
in order, when the measure reached an-
other place it mighi be ruled that the
Bill was not in the form in which it shonld
be, and a3 I am anxious to remove all
possible doubts as to the procedure on
this Bill, and as I shall have another op-
portunity of bringing a Bill forward
L carry out the objecis I wish, with the
leave of the House T move—
That the Order of the Day be dis-
charged.
Question pnt and passed: the Bill dis-
charged.

BILL—SEA CARRIAGE OF GOODS.
Council's Amendment.
Amendment made by the Couneil now
considered.

In Commiltee.

Mv. Daglish in the Chair; the Atiorney
(teneral in charge of the Bill

Clause 4.—Add the following sub-
clause :—“This Aet shall not apply to any
Bill of Lading or document made hefore
the 31st day of March, 1910, in pursuanece
of a contract or agreement enfered into
before the 1st day of September, 1909."

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Message from the Council asked that the
BRill should not apply to any bill of lading
or document made before the J1st Mareh
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of next year, in pursuance of any con-
iracts entered into before the 1st of Sep-
tember, 1909. The object of the amend-
ment was ovhvious, it being simply to pre-
vent contracls entered into before the Bill
became law being interfered with by the
Bill wntil after the 31st of Mareh next.
To that extent the operation of the Bill
will be suspended for about five months,
or until the Bill becomes law, probably
three months. He did not think any ob-
Jection eonld he raised to the amendment.

Mr. Bath: Strong objection.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
only in respect of contiraeis eniered into
hefore the 1si September, 1909. It wonld
not affect bills of lading entered into un-
less they were entered into in pursnance
of a contract made before, probably the
Bill was mtroduced, certainly before it
passed throagh this  Chamber. He
moved — .

That the amendment made by the

Legislative Council be agreed to.

Mr. BATH: The Attorney General
took up a mild attitude concerning the
amendment. At the time the member for
West Perth sought to have such an
amendment inserted in the Bill the Chair-
man of Cummittees ruled it out of order,
and the member had fo accept that ruling.
There was no justificaiton for the amend-
ment even if it had been accepted. We
were told the object of the amendment
was to prevent the Bill from applying
to contracts entered into bhefure the 1st
of September. If the Bill were passed
in the form in which we sent it to the
Council it would not have been declared
until Jannacy 1st, 1910. Thal was the
date fixed in the Bill. And as the Bill
only applied lo ships trading between
ports in Western Australia il was not
hkely wilh the date fixed by us for the
enming into operation of the measure
that there would be eoniracts that were
enlered into prior to the 1st of Septem-
ber. Tf it had been sought to make the
date the ome on which the Bill was in-
troduced in the House. that was the date
on which the Address-in-Reply was
moved, there might have been some sup-
porl given fo the proposition, but the
member having had the amendment
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ruled out of order here, immediately the
measure went to another place he sought
to have the amendwment inserted there.
Why nol bow to the ruling of the Assem-
bly and accept the apinion given by the
Chairman of Committees.

The Attorney General: The ruling of
the Chairman was not against the policy.

Mr. BATH: The amendment was
ruled out of order. It seemed to be a
lack of courtesy to an officer of our
Chamber to go to another place to have
the amendment inseried.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment
now hefore the Committee was not the
amendment he ruled out of order. If
it were the same amendment he should
gertainly again rule it out of order, but
the amendment he ruled out of order
really contracted every bill of lading
and document entered into hefore the
3lst of Macrch out of the operation of
the Bill. The améndment now before
members was limited in iis operation to
bills of Iading and documents made be-
fore the 1st of September, 1909. That
was the distinction between the amend-
ment he raled out of order and the one
at present before the Committec. In his
opinion it was sufficienl to make the
present amendment. entitled {o the eon-
sideration of the Committee. To thar
extent it was in order.

Mr. JOMNSON: Why should the At-
torney General agree to the amendment?
He (Mr. Johnson) was prepared to
listen to arguments why the Bill should
date from the 29th of July, that was
when the Bill was introduced, but why
make it the 1st of September when the
Bill had bheen before the country for a
month or s6% There was no valid rea-
son why the 1st September should bhe
singled out as a specinl date. The pro-
posal was to extend the time 1o the 31st
March, 1910, but he eould not under-
stand why there sliould be any eontracts
liable to extend from the 1st September
to Mareh, 1910.

Mr. DRAPER: This amendment was
certainly not the same as the amend-
ment previously ruled oul of order. The
amendmment which he had sought to have
inserted would have applied to any con-
traet, no matter when it was made. The
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Federal Act had come into foree in De-
cember, 1904, and, no doubt, bad been
diseussed in the Federal Parliament in
November and December of that year.
The application of that Aet was limited
to exclude any bill of lading made be-
fore the 30th June following, under a
contract entered into before the 17ih
November. Probably the 17th Novem-
ber had been taken as the day when the
Bill was introduced in the House; just
as the 1st September was about the time
the Bill under discussion was printed
and tabled. When ihe Leader of the
Opposition said that the amendment was
unneeessary, it would seem that he had
not taken into consideration the fact
that our Norihern ports could only he
reached after a considerable voyage, and
that the people in Wyndham would not
be able to get n copy of the Bill until
it was finally printed. Under this eir-
cumstance it was only reasonable thar
a eertain time should elapse before the

penal ¢lauses of the Bill came inio
operation.
Mr. Bath: The Bill wonld not come

into force until January.

Mr. DRAPER: Even so. in all proba-
bility it would be difficult to obtain from
the Government Printer a copy of the
Bill until a still later daie. The Bil
would probably not be assentel to unti'
December, which would give very little
time for eopies of the Bill to reach
Wyndham before Janunary.

Mr. Bath: The West
reaches there, 1 presume.

Mr. DRAPER: But the West Austra-
Lian did not set out in detail all Lhe Aets
passed by Parlinment. The people in
the Northern ports would have very
little npportnnity of jndging of the pro-
visions of the measure until they re-
ceived copies of it. He would reminil
hon. members that it had been found
necessury in another Pacliament to in-
troduce a saving clause of this natnre:
and as (he Bill earried a heavy penalty
he wouid ask hon. members to waive anyv
little prejudice they might have upon
the matier and allow the amendment to
he made.

Mr. ANGWIN: Ostensibly the Bill
had been brought in for the express pur-

Austration
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pose of protecting shippers. fL was an
exast copy of an Aet already passed by
the Pederal Parliament. and shipowners
were fully aware of the conlents of that
Act.  The amendmeni. 1t seemed, was
heing pushed into the Bill for the ex-
press purpuse of leaving the shippers at
the mecey of the shipowners for another
three months.  Hon. members ought to
proicet their own people and leave the
shipowners to fook aut tor themselves.
One Minister of the Crown iu referring
to the subjeet had said that the ship-
owners were ool deserving of protection,
and that they had certainfy been guilty
of wrong practices in conlracting them-
gelves out of their just liabilitics. Were
hoo. members, by supporiing ihis amend-
ment, going fo allow thase praclices to
continue®  The penalty elauses would
never be enforced, cxcept by some pri-
vate person, and it was well known that
no private person would take auy sueh
actton.  Every hill of lading issued in
Waestern Australia io-day conlained the
very conditions  whiech the Common-
wealth Ael declared illegal, and yet no
private individual dared to take aetion.
All Governinenis were at one in deelar-
ing that it was the duty of private
people to enforee such measures as this;
but private people whoe had shipping
business in Australia knew sufficiently
well that it was uol to their interests to
prosecute for any breach of an Aet re-
garding shipowners. It was well known
that the shipowners had Australia in
their grip. Western Australia in parti-
eular had very little to thank the ship-
owners for. When we saw the splendid
vessels trading here to-day. and remem-
bered the old tubs in which passengers
had to cross the Bight but a few years
ago; and when we furither remembered
that it was Western Ausiralia that had
paid for the new vessels, it would be
realised that there was very little room
for sympathy with the shipowners.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD:  There was no
doubt that the methods employed by
shipowners were morally, if not legally,
wrong. They had nol treated the ship-
pers fairly.  Wyndham was 10 days’
steam from Fremantle, and to give the
shipping companies due time in which
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ta  consider Lhe effeci of the Bill ihe
member for West Perllh desired a sfay
of three months. The chief company
trading on cur eoast was the Adelaide
Stenmship Company; and the hon, mem-
ber was in a hopeless case if he tried to
persuade the Commiltee that My, Mozon
did not already know evervihing that
was in the Bill. All ihe ships trading
Lo Wyndham weire represented by nwents
in Fremantle, nl there was no pessible
doub( that if they bad it not already
they would lave all information aboul
this Bill long before it eame into opera-
fion. TIa hoped the Committee wonld not
aceept the proposed amendment whiel,
in bis opinion, had nothing whatever to

_recommend it.

Mr. WALKER: The Chairman's rul-
ing on the amendment previously moved
had heen exceedingly dirveet and conelu-
sive, and he (Mr. Walker) questioned
very much whether the Chairnuwn’s rea-
soning then was not good now. despite
the alteration in the verbiage. The
schedule referred te in the Message
from anolther place read—

**Clause 4.—Add the following sub-
clause:—(2.) ‘This Aet shaill not wp-
ply to any bill of lading or document
made before the 31st day of March,
1910, in pursnance of a contract or
agreement entered into before the 1st
day of September, 1909,7 **

That addition did not contradiet the J3rst
portion, or at all lessen the operation of
the first portion of the amendmeut, which
said—‘This Aet shall not apply to any
hill of lading or document made before
the thirty-first day of March, 14910, in
pursuance of a contract re agreement
entered into before the tirst day of Sep-
tember, 1909.77 Clause 2 of the Bill sets
out that the Aet should commence on the
1st Janunary, 1910. The whole applica-
tion of the Bill was in Clause 4, and dealt
with ships that should be eovered by the
operation of the measure. Clanze 5,
whirh was the real substance of the Bill,
dealt with certain clauses prohibited in
bills of lading. The remaining elauses
were incidental and to all intents and
purposes the fifth elause formed the whole
of the Bill, and it dealt with nothing hut
hills of lading. If we ware to exclude
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hilis of lading from the operation of the
Bill uutil Mareh, what was there to come
into operation in January?

Mr. Draper: The excepiion only ap-
plies to Wills of lading for contraets
entered into hefore the 1st September.

Mr. WALKER: Clause 5 dealt with
ali bills of Iading, and if thai were not
to come into operation on the 1st January
there would be nothing left. As it was,
three months’ notice was provided and
that was quite sufficient for the ship
owners without their wanting another
three months. If the amendment were
to be adopted, Clanse 2 would have
to be altered. ’

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
alteration was only in regard to certain
bills of lading. Under it they were ex-
empted from the operations of the mea-
sure until the 1st March, 1914, while all
other bills of lading would come under
the Act on the 1st January.

Mr, Walker: Would Clause 5 come
into operation on the 1st of Junuary?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Only
in regard to eertain bills of lading.

Mr. WALKER: Clause 5 deall with
nothing but bills of lading. If three
months’ notice was not enough to guard
against unfair eontraeis on the part of
shippers, to nd themselves of Habilities,
he searcely knew what was enongh. Why
should another three months be given
beyond that term? The amendment was
only Lo enable shipping companies to do
practically what they liked awith the goods
they carrted? When the Bill came in he
had rejoiced, as the small traders would
be saved hnndreds of ponnds. The com-
panies in the past bad time affer time
avoided their liabilities by means of bills
of lading, and the sooner we put an end
to that sort of thing the helter. The
amendment meant that the companies
would have three months further in which
to confinue to swindle their customers. It
was a case of protecting the rich every
time, "not the sufferer hut the wrong-doer.

Mr. DRAPER: It was surprising that
the member did not grasp the full pur-
port of the amendment. He had alluded
with righteous indignation to the eustom
which prevailed in many communities by
which shipowners, by reason uf cast-iron
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elauses in bills of lading, Iad wot oui of
almost any liability. The member was
no doubt correet in assuming there was
a necessity for Hmiling those elanses, hut
he had forgotten that before the Bill was
tabled ihere wight have been coniracts
entered into for shipping, and that bills
of lading in pursnanee of snch contracis
wonld not be made for several months,
He had overlooked that point. The ex-
ception songht to be inserted only applicd
to bills of lading wmade in pursuance of
contracts entered into before there was
any possibility of the public having
notice of the Bill. As regards other bills
of lading made in pursnanee of econtracts
entered into after the 1st September the
Act would apply in its entivety, and
the second elause of the Bill had therefore
full operation. If the member were cor-
reet in saying that legislation of this kind
was irregular, there would be no provisos
to any section or exceptions to any Aect
of Parllament. To drive the member’s
argument to its logical conelusion it must
apply generally and without exception to
any Aet.

Mr. BOLTON: When the awmendment
was introduced in another place, the re-
presenfative of the Governmen| said in a
decided manner that members should not
agree to it, as the shipowners were not
deserving of the protection claimed for
them. He also said they had heen guilty
of wrong praclices in contracting out of
their just liabilities. He was always wil-
ling io be led by members who had more
experience. In the other House there was
a nautical genileman by the name of
Mr, Lanrie, who, when the Bill was under
consideration——

The Chairman: The hon. member was
out of order in referring to a debate in
another place.

Mr. BOLTON: It was not his intentivn
to quote from Hanserd. In the West
Australian of a certain date there ap-
peared a report in the name of Captain
Launrie, who said that the amendment was
fair though it would not much matter if
it failed to pass, and the samne gentleman
added that shipowners would cheerfully
accepl the measure when it became the law
of Western Australia, as it had become
the law of the Commonwealth, - There
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wis anotler vepert i the snme paper of
it speech made by a gentleman who repre-
sented the Nuorth provinee, aud his re-
marks were to the effect that the svuner
the Aet was bronght inte operation the
betier. [ he (Mr. Bolton) wanted any
arguments to make him eome to o deci-
sion as to how to vote, be wonld take ihe
areguments of those wentlemen who under-
stoad the posilion more thoroughly ihan
he did.

Mr. JOHNSOXN: What he desived to

have was the opinion of (he hon. members

~who represented the north of the State.
Having sat in the Chamber For a con-
gidlerable time he had repeatedly heard
eomplaints against the actions of the ship-
owners in connection with the develop-
went of the North-West, and had heard
il nrged in the House and ouiside that
the shipowners were not dealing justly
with the people of the North-West. The
agitations raised in the Honse and out-
side had influenced the Federa! Govern-
ment to take aclion nnt only fo protect
the settler in fhe North-West of this
State but of other parts of Ausivalia. As
liad already been pointed ont by the mem-
her for North Fremantle when that ae-
tion was taken (lie shipping companies
realised that the praectiees whiek: they had
been carrving on were going to he put an
end to, and thev prepared accordingly.
They knew well before the Bill was
hrought info the House that action wonld
be laken, and that Western Australia
wonld follow suit. Snpposing there was
a doultl as 1o whether this Stafe wonld
follow suit the very dav notice was given
to introduce the Bill, the shipping eom-
panies had an intimation that we were
adopting the example set by the Federal
Parliament, and then they were not likely
te enter into further contraets.

Mr. Buteher: They may have entered
“into eontracts before.

Mr. JOHNSON: The Bill was frst
introduced on the 29¢h July, and the ship-
owners were thus given noltee {rom that
date. As a matter of fact there was no
need to give them any notice hecause ihey
had been warned by the action of the
Federal Parliament. It was not with the
intention of going into this question that
he rose tu speak. WWhat he desired was
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to hear the views of the membess for the
North-West part of the State. Speaking
of his own experience with the ship
vwiters Irading with the North-Wes(, he
had no complaints to make. Having made
special coniaets with them Le was guite
satizfiedl ax fo the manner in which they
were carried oul, but his experience was
not the experience ot others who had
contracts, anidl he looked to these people
to say whether we should by leoislalive
aetion protect them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: An
impurtance had  heen  atlached  fo this
subelause by hou.  members  opposite

which was not warranted by the faets,
At the most there would be very few con-
tracts affected by this subelause. but as-

suming  that  the operation of the Bill
was  entively  suspended until the 31st

Marclh, would any hon. member sayv that
after waiting four vears for this Bill we
could not wait another three months. He
had not adveented this proposal when the
Bill was before the House, and there was
no intention on hig part to advocate any
special fime. He was there o get the
Bill passed. and hon, members were weli
aware tha u often necessary, to
make some sorl of compramise, and this
was such o small compromise that it
might very well he agreed to.  As lo the
objection of (e member o Kanowna
regarding rhe contradietory nature of the
clanse. that Ll heen dispesed of hy the
member for West Perth.

Mr. Walker:
sistenl,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At any
rate- it conld be pointed out that we
crred not altogether in bad eompany, he-
vause the Commonwealth Aet contained
precisely the same provision.  The second
seelion of the Commenwenlth Aet pro-
vided that the Aci should come nto op-
eration on the st of January, 1905.
Then Subsectinn 2 of Section 4 zaid:
“This Aet shall not apply to any bill of
lading or doecument made hefore the 30th
of June, 1905. in pursuance of a con-
tract or agreement eniered intn hefore

was

It was certaitdy not eon-

the 17th of November, 1901 Hon.
members would see that the subelause

proposed by the Legislative Couneil was
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copied absolutely from the Common-
wealth Aet. The matter had heen de-
hated at some length, and he appealed to
hon. memhers to look at it in a reason-
able light and agree to the small com-
promise,  Members should not do any-
thing that might imperil the Bill, es-
pecially when the concession asked for
wax sueh as swall one.

Mr. FOULKES agreed with a great
deal of what the Attorney General had
said. especially the last few words, that
the concession was very small. To an
extent that was corrveet, hut when one
eonsidered the greal wrongs that had heen
perpelrated hy shipowners not only along
the West Australian coast but throughout
the whole of the British Empire on ac-
count of the enormous demands they had
made for freight for ecarrying British
goods, vne felt a eertain amount of pre-
Judice and one was impressed with the
necessity of doing all that was possible

to protect the vavions traders. If hon.
members looked at Clause 5 it wonild

seem astonishing that shipowners should
try and coniract themselves ont of what
was a reasonable provision made for the
carriage of goods. The clause stated that
where any hill of lading, ele, contained
any clause, ete, whereby the owner or
master or agent of any ship was relieved
from liability for "loss or damage to
goods arising from the harmful or im-
pruper condition of the ship’s hold, ete.,
that clause should be illegal. That seemed
to be a reasonable proposition.  Then
furiher on obligations were cast on the
owner to properly man and equip his
ship and keep it seawortly. We should
see that these provisions were carried out,
and it was astonishing that an attempt
ghould be made to give any time or grace
to anvbody. All the ¢lauses contained in
the Bill were most reasonable, and we
were asked now to stay our hands for
three months o relieve these people from
certain obligations. The Committee should
not agree to the amendment saggested by
the Legislative Council. Tn South Africa
some years ago there were such bitter
complaints on the pari of traders that
Lord Milner said that if the shipowners
were not more reasonable in their de-
mands for freights, that although the
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Transvanl was an inland State and had
o senbonrd, e wonld advise the Govern-
ment (o run a line of ships themselves.
That would only show there were other
connivies hesides Western Auslralia that

had suffered mmneh from the demands
made by Lhe various shipowners.

My, BUICHER If we had been
rohbed to the extent the member for
Guiklford showed there was no rveason
why we also should centinue to  rob.

Though quile willing that the Bill should
pass, he had a certain amount of respeet
For thase eontracls made before the Bill
was infroduced, There were always two
parties to coutracts, and if a man was
not willing to enter into a conlracl he
wrruld not sign it or ship his goods by the
company’s sleamers. Contraeis had been
eutered into, and would certainly be eon-
tinued affer January, and we were bound
to respeet them, and should not provide
legislation that might cause o hage loss
1 gue side or the othey.

Mr. JACOBY: The amendment would
nol affect an ordinary bill of lading. It
merely applied to a contraet that might
have been entered into, say, by a calile-
owner for the transport of stock.

My, Bolton: Stoek are exemplt.

Mr. JACOBY : Well, for ather goods!
A man wight have a special agreement.
His experience of shipping goads to the
North-Wesl was (hat he had  received
exvellent consideration and had nothing
ta complain abont, bub it was possible
vontracis had heen made for many months
ahead.

Mr. OSBORN.: Members shuuld have
suttelent common judgment to agree to
this slight amendment so as to enable the
Bill to pass. Members pretended ta be
friends of people in the North-West: if
so, they should pass the amendment else
the Bill might be lost. The verv injus-
tice members eomplained ahout  wonld
continue if the Bill did not pass another
place.  The terms of hills of lading were
unjust, bul during his 14 vears’ experi-
ence of shipping (o the North-West he
had suffered no losses. One conld not
understand what the member Tor East
Fremantle meant hy protecting “our own
peeple”  Were not the shipping eom-
panies our own people? Berause they
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came from the Kastern States were Lhey
1o be wiped off the face of the earih?
The amendmewt should be passed so as
to get the Bill through and ensure to the
people of the North those rights to which
it was admitled they were justly entitled.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves . . .19
Nues .. .. .. 18
Majority for o1
Aves,
Mr. Hulcher _ Mr, Male
Mr. Cowcher Mr. MAlltchell
Mr. Davles . Mr. N, J, Moore
Mr. Draper ' Mr. 8, P. Moore
Mr. George ! AMr. Nonson

Mr. Gregury b Mr. QOsborn

Mr. Hardwick ! Mr. Price

Mr. Hayward Mr. F. Wllron

Mr. Jacoby | ¥ec. Gordon

Mr. Layman | (Teller).
Noss.

Mr. Angwin | Mr. O'Loghlen

Mr, Bath 1 Mr. Swan

Mr. dolton PoMr Taylor

Mr. Collier Mr. Underwood

Mr. Foulkes Mr, Walker

Mr. Gili ' Mr. Ware

Mr. Gouvley Mr. A. A. Wilson

Mr. Holman Mr. Heltmann

Mr. Jehnson {Teller).

Mr. McDownall

Question  thus passed:  the Council’s
amemlment agreed to.

Resolution reporied, the report adopted,
and a Message accordingly returned to

the Teuislative Couneil.

BILE~PUBLIC EDUCATION EN-
DOWMENT.
In Committee.

Mr. Daglish in the Chair; the Atrorney
Gieneral in charge of the Bill

Postponed  Clause 9—Investment of
rents and profits:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved—

That the clause be struck out,

As would be seen by the Notice Paper,
le intended to substitute a new elause for
Clanse 9. When the Bill was previously
under discussion exception was taken to
the method provided in the eclause by
which trustees could invest rents, issues,
and profits, and the proceeds of sale
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of real and personal property vested in
or acquired hy them. It would ke un-
desirable to give to the trustees the right
of sale unless the proceeds were so in-
vested that the iucome derived should be
devoled for the purpose of State educa-
tion, The provise to the proposed new
clause set oui that the proceeds wmight,
with the approval of the Governor, he
applied by the trustees in the improving
of any property vested in them.  The
reason for (hai was that a great deal of
land in varioug parts of the State would
he vested in the {rustees as an endow-
meni. and it might happen that it would
be advisable to sell blocks, say, in une
township. and, o order to make the
blocks in another township, or even in
the same one, rent or interest producing,
the trustees should be allowed to apply
the proceeds of the sale of one block
to put up builldings and otherwise im-
prove anolher. If by (hat means income
were produced the truslees would have
a property, although nat the same quan-
tity of aetnal land, still, a property just
as valuable, if not more valuahle for the
purpose of endowmeni. than the land,
whiel was probably a dead investment.
Question passed; the clanze struck out.
New clause—Investment and appliea-
tion of rents and profiis:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved—
That the following be added lo stand
as Clause 9:—“The rents, issues, pro-
fits, and proceeds of sule of all real and
personal property vesied in or acquired
by the trustees, after payment of the
cxpenses of and incidental to the ad-
ministralion of the trust, shall be paid
into the Treasury, and may be invested
in the names of the trustees in such
securilies as trustees are authorised by
law to invest trust fumds in their Tands,
or, wilh the approsal of the Governor,
in the purchase of other land to be held
on the trust kereby crealed. Provided
that the annual income of all such real
and personal property and investments
may be applied by the trustees towards
the improvement of such property, and
the payment of salaries and other er-
pendilure in carrying oul the previs-
ions of the Aets in force for the lime
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being  relating  to public  education.
Procided also that the proceeds of sale
of ary property or any moneys re-
ceived by the Irastees as premiums for
the granting of leases, or raised by way
of mortgaye, wmay, with the epproval
of the Gurernor hut not olherwise, he
spplied by the trustees in the improve-
mont of awy property vested in them”
Mr. BATH; In speaking to the seeond
reading of the Bill attention had been
drawn ta the elanse, because he Found i,
did not elearly define the powers of frus-
tees in the direetion of ntilising capital
for current expenditure. The new clause,
as dreatied, met the ease. and nweh more
clearly expressed the desire of the Cov-
ernment than the old one,
New clause put and passed.
New clause: )
My, ANGWIN moved—

That the following ¢ added to stond
as Clause 160—"Any land exempted by
Section 10 shall be ratable property
while ihe same is leased or oecupied
for any privaie purpose.”’

The (rustees might he in possession of
land on which baildings were already er-
ceted, and if such properfies were lef to
weekly tenants i wonld be almost impos-
sible for the munieipal or loeal governing
anthorities to colleci rates on them. Thn-
der the new elause just inserted power
was given to the [rustees to erect bnild-
ings which would be revenue producing.
Surely rates should he paid on such pro-
periies. Under the Municipal Carpora-
tions Aet varions lands belonging to re-
ligious and educational bodies were ex-
empied from raling, but it was specially
provided that rates eould be eolleeted on
such land which was vecupied or used for
private purposes.  The same provision
should be ineluded in this measure.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: While
agreeing Lo fhe propesed new elause, he
would suggest that it could be more eon-
veniently inserted as a proviso to Clause
10. TIf the proposed new clause were
withdrawn he would see that the provision
was inseried when the Bill was dealt with
in another place.

Mr. ANGWIN: There was no objec-
tion lo that, but would it not be belter if
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the Bill were recommitted, and the amend-
ment inserted then?

The Atiorney General: Yes,

Mr. ANGWIN: With the permission
of the Commitlee he would wiihedraw the
proposed new clause.

New clause by leave withdvawn.

Rill reporred willy amendments.

BILL—AGRICULLTURAL BANIK
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading,

Resunied from the 1Hh September,

My, BATIE (Brown Hill): The Min-
ister For lands, w introducing this fue-
ther amendinent to the Agrieuliural Bank
Ael, 1906, gave a glowing aceonut of the
goud results which have aecrued from the
aperalions of the bank, and one ¢an com-
pliment that hou. gentleman ou the way
in whiech he developing into an out-and-
ont seeialigt. Members ou boll sides of
the llouse will agree that the Agricul-
tural Bank ‘has done excelleni work in
the development of the resvurces of West-
ern Australin, 1 think it is a great evi-
dence of the good results whieh acerue
from what may be termed the co-opera-
tion of all the people of the State, when
we lind the savings of the people, placed
in the Governnent Savings Bank, utilised
and expended loeally in the development
of the soil, and produeing goods nol only
for their vwn eonsmnpiion but also for
the markets of the world. We have to re-
eoghise, however, that we have nol am
unlimited amount of capital available in
the Savings Bank, and we also must re-
member (hal the Agrienltural Bank is not
the only institulion which depends upon
the Savings Bank for tlie necessary capi-
tal to curry on operations. L think the
Minister, in introducing a measwre of this
kind, should deal with the amount of
eapital utilised, iu its refalion Lo the am-
ount available from the Savings Bank.
or at least the remarks aof (he Minister
for Agricalture should be supplemented
by information from the Treasurer on the
question. We find this applicalion Lo in-
crease the capilal by aouther £500.000
will mean thai the Agncdinral Bank has
taken from the Savings Bank funds »

ACT



[23 Serreaser, 1904).]

total of two wmillions, or at least it will
have availabie this amount, hecanse it has
nol yet utilised the whole of its present
capital. We have to rvemcmber that ihe
exlensions and reticulations in connection
with the goldfields water scheme are also
carried oul from Savings Bank funds, and
on looking at the annual report which
has reeently been submitted T find  that
the amount that has been expended is at
present £333,000. Then again [ think
the metropolitan water seheme is author-
ised to utilise Savings Bank funds; T do
not know to whai extenr. Further, we have
the purchase of estales for eloser settle-
ment, also advauced out of Savings Bank
fuands. According to the last report of ihe
Savines Bank, the total amount due to
depusitors was £3,128,000, and it we take
twe mitliong for the Agriculteral Bank,
and  £333,000 for the goldfields water
selieme, the capital required for the met-
ropolitan water sehenie, and the capiral
also for the purchase of estates for closer
seltlement, we will find that we must have
driwn altiost or within a very small figure

of the sum available in the Savings
Bank.  TUwnder exisling arrangements

we must have a reserve in the Savings
RBank in ease of emergency. If it were
given the status of one of the privaie or
ineorporated banks, with the provision
that n the tine of a erisis their notes
beeune legal tender, theve would be no
danger of fhe goud name of the instiln-
tien heing affected, even if we utilised
itsa funds up to £100,000 of the amount
available. T recognise if we wish to gon-
tinue to pay intevest on the Savings
Bank deposits, fixed as it is at 3 per
eent., we have lo find methods of invest-
ment in order that the depositors may
receive this interest, but at the same
time it should always be deemed neces-
sary to maintain a reserve in the event
of a “run.”” T say this in order that
the Minister for Agriculture in his zeal
to assist the agriculturist may also re-
cognise the necessity for consulting the
Treasurer with reference {0 the funds of
the Savings Bank. 1 have said hefore,
and T say now, that the time has arrived
when these two institutions, the Savings
Bank and the Agrienltural Bank should
he amalgamated. At the present time
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we have 1wo separate managements, and
we have no definite or systematic policy
zuiding the government of the two in-
stitulions.  Why should we mainfain
them as two inslitutions? Why should
we have double expenditure for adminis-
iration. when their inleresis are so intei-
mixed? The time has arrived for the
Government Lo take into consideration
the advisabilily of merging the two into
one insfitution on lines similar io those
of the Siate Bank in South Australia.
And were such a poliey carried out the
management would have (o take into
eonsideralion the safety of the institu-
tion aud the ameunt of funds available.
Coming fo the question of the abjeets
for which ihis amendment is regarded
a8 neeessary, we find that it is proposed
to inerease the lotal amonnt which set-
tlers can borrow from the Bank. If the
funds were available, 1 wonld have no
vbjeclion to this amount bheing raised,
but T am not ane of those who say that
this institution should be regarded as
peculiarly designed for the ndvantage of
those who have very little money and
who depend upon assistance lo earry an
their work. T am so far socialistie that
T helieve. if we have an institution
evervone in the community should have
a right fo utilise it. But I say that. in
deeiding the amount we shall lend, we
must be guided by the probable number
of thuse who desire to utilise the insti-
tution, and ihe_amount of capital avail-
able. TF by increasing this capital, we
are likely to deprive intending settlers
of the opportunity of securing loans,
then we will he doing a bad thing by
inereasing the total amount which can
be borrowed, beeause it will be much
better to let every applicant for a reu-
sonable ¢laim have the right to borrow
up to £500 rather than say that a certain
number shall be able to horrow £750,
while others will not be able to get any-
thing at all. 1In this connection the
Minister must he aware that in spite of
what he said with regard to the manage-
menl of the institution—and I want
here fo endorse his tribute to the care-
ful work of the managing trustee—
there arc many eomplaints from differ-
ent distriets in the State as to diffieul-
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tiex and obstacles placed in 1the way of
settlers seeuring a loan. 1 have in oy
desk noaw a letter T received  from a
sebtler wha has taken up an aren with a
view to gaing in for mixed farming, and
he, aiter receiving a loan of £125 for the
purpuse of ringbarking and fencing, was
refused 2 farther loan of £100 for the
purehase of stock-—the very object for
whieh he sought (he land. By purchas-
ing stack was the only way in whieh he
could utilise the area for which he had
been granted a loan {o ringbark and
fenee, and it seems to me an illogical
proposition that one loan should be
granted and he other refused. I want
Lo make eertain befure we endorse the
propesal to increase the capital, that we
can he positive that every settler within
an arca on which loans are given shall
he able to secure a loan from the bank,
that is of course with the necessary
safeguards. There is a new propusal in
the Bill which provides for an advanee
for the purehase of machinery, and it is
hedged round with vestrictions that the
machinery shall be manufactured in
Western Australia. As far as the State
is concerned it would be an advantage
if by thix we were able to encourage the
local manufacture of machinery. I
want to point out to the Minister and
perhaps it is net neeessary lo point it
out. that the difficulty with the setiler
to-day is not so much that he eannot get
extended terms for the purchase of
machinery, hat that he has to pay such
a high price for it. Tt is a question we
shonld face, and a difliculty which this
proposal will not get »rid of. We find
that as soon as the settler has thirty ov
sixty, or cven a hundred aeres of land
cleared, he is pursued by machinery
agents who want to sell him a four-
furrow plough and a drill, and later vn
a harvester or a stripper and winnower,
and Lhe indueemenis held out are that
he has a cevfain fime in which o pay,
and that (he time-payment price is so
little in advanee of Lhe eash price. It
is not sirprising, therefore, that in so
many instanees we will find men pos-
sessed of machinery and practieally tied
down in ileir efforts to pay for that
iachinery when they have nol the
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amaunt of land eleared o justify its
purchase.

Mr. Butcher: These agenis are the
bigaest eurse of the agvienlfurist.

Mr. BATH: It werely comes to this,
as *Suam Slick’’ would say. that by the
art of *rsoft sawder’' they huve been
persuaded to go in for these arclicles.
My object is to cheapen the cost of ma-
ehinery to the agricultural settler, and
T believe we will be failing in oue duty
wunless we apply awrselves to that object.
The manager of the Newport work-
shops, a vespunsible man, and one who
knows Lis business, in his evidence be-
fove the Harvesier Commission declared
that he ceould make a bharvester—I do
not koow which oue, but 1 believe it was
the “‘Sunshine’ harvester—that he
could mannfactuwre it and turn it out at
the Government workshops for £45 ab
the onlside. Yet, if we want to buy that
harvesler in Western Australia we have
to pay, I helieve, something over £100.

The Minisler for Lands: Abhout £30-
cash.

Mr. BATH: Even if the amount is £80,
there is a very big difference between
that and £45 whieh a responsible man
declares the harvesier can be turned out
for.

My, Jacoby: The selling expenses wre
very heavy.

Mr. BATH: If the Government were
(o undertake the manufacture of that
machinery on the same lires as they
manufacture at present the requirements
of the Railway Department, theve would
net be the same need for the payment
of an army of agents and therefore
there would net be the same need for
such an inerease in price. The wmere
statement of the fact that the difference
helween £45 and £80 is ealen up in the
eost of selling is an indieatien that there
is a serew loose. That 15 the direetion
in whiech we should tern our efforts.
There are Lhose who say (his should be
lefi to private enterprise, but we have
an ahject lesson in Western Australia
in the workshops at Midland Junetion.
We have only to travel to the Goldfields
by express to sec at once the difference
between the carriages that were im-
poried and those that were built at the
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workshops tv note the superiority of
those turned ont at Midland Junctiun,
and remember, too, the fact that the
price of the locally produced article was
no greater than that of the imported
rriiele.

The Minister for Mines: They cost
less.

Mr. BATH: T wanted to be within the
truth when I said that the eost was not
greater. That is an object lesson, and
while of course the workshops 2t Midland
Junetion as at present constituted can-
not manufacture agricultural machinecy
withoul. alterations, and perhaps while it
wounld not be advisable to make them do
the two entirely different kinds of work;
still 1 believe the object lesson in the one
direction should spur us on to undertake
the other. I Delieve this is the best solu-
tion of the diffieulty, and I hope to be
able to have a further opportunity of
dealing with this question of the manu-
faclure of agricultural Jmplements at
preater length on the motion to be moved
by the member for Cue. Buat I repeat
my statement that we will not be doing
very much for the settler by this provi-
sion by whieh we lay it down that the
machinery must be manufaetured in 1he
State. 1t will not relieve him of the diffi-
enlty presented ai the present time, the
obligation which ages men before their
time in their efforts to pay off their la-
hility. Now, the Minister for Agrieniture
when he outlined what can be done with
this amount loaned by the Apgricultural
Bank had everything ent and dried; and
T have no doubt that the Alinmister for
Agriculture, being possessed of the neces-
sary funds and not having to scrateh for
his living, can go straight ahead and do
these things. But it is a different pro-
posilion altogether for the man on the
land handicapped, as he is at first, by the
wani of money. T have known and have
eome into contaet with many sueh. No
doubt the position is right enough so long
as they are receiving the money in regular
amounts for the purpose of carrying out
the work of ringbarking or elearing as
the case may he. If the man he willing
to work be ¢an earn very fair wages on
the amounts advanced by the Agrienltural
Bank, and he goes along swimmingly, He
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has enough tn mointain himself and, if
his family he with him, to maintain the
family also. After he bas got beyond
that stage and the land is ready for eul-
tivation, he at once gets into difficulties.
He has to find the machinery, or he has
to pay some neighbour to plough the
land and seed it nnder contract. And
even if he be able to obtain someone lo
do that, he cannot get it put in when he
desires, when the time is best; but be has
to wait uniil his neighbour has put in his
own land, after which in all probahility
the proper time hus passed. Then sup-
posing things go along all right, that we
have plenty of rain and a good season;
when the time comes for his erop to be
taken off he is faced with the same &ifh-
cully again. Rither he has to go and
mortgage himself up to the hilt in pur-
chasing machinery on extended paymeais
or go to his neighbour and pay a contract
price to have the ecrop- taken off; and
once more he has to wait until the neigh-
bour has finished his own chrop. Now,
T have had a little experience myself, and
I ean speak feelingly. T managed to get
a hundred aeres of land cleared, and when
T wanted to get the area put in T found
it was absolotely impossible to get it done
by anyone in the distriet. They were all
toe busy putting in their own erops. They
told me they might be able to do it later
on, which might menn anything in June
or July. Tlfimately, I was able to have
a small portion of it pul in in May. This
1s merely an indieation of what the set-
tlers have to go through. One has only
to pay a visit to these agricultural dis-
tricts to find out that the settlers have
many real diffieulties to overcome. And,
although the Agrieultural Bank ean point
lo the fact that it has had an insignifi-
cant percentage of losses in the leans ad-
vanced, the Minister for Agriculture must
bear in mind that in many instances the
area ot which the monev was loaned,
together with the loan, have been trans-
ferred to someone else who has stepped
in, while the man who originally got the
loan has had to pass out. I understand
that at the present time if anyone desires
{o xo on the land, rather than chase
through the State inspeeting various areas
it is much better to go along and find ont
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what properties 1the  Agrieculinral Bank
has which il i3 desired le iransfer. As
a plan of wgeiting on the land, that is
much better than faecing virgin areas.
Under these eirenmstances, the adminis-
tration aud the extension of this Act re-
quire watehing with a great deal of care,
And T hope the Minister, before he final-
Iy asks us to consent Lo an inerease in the
limit of advance to £750 will be able to
give us an assurance, backed up by the
ward of the Treasurer, that there will be
siill sufficient money in the Savings Bank
available for those who have ciaims upon
that bank. And T further ask that the
Minister will go into this question of
lending money for the purchase of na-
chinery, and will serionsly tackle the
question of providing that maechinery ot
prices cheaper than those at whieh it is
available from the agents of Kastern and
foreign manufacturers,

Mr. JACOBY (Swan): I welcome 1n
this Bill the extension of the work of our
Agricultural Bank, and although it does
not by any means go so far as I shounld
like to see it go, still it is some little ad-
vance on the road which we shall have
to travel before we ultimately place that

bank in the position T hope to see it
occupy, The hon. member whe has just
spoken  cxpressed some doubt as to

whether the funds of the Savings Bank
wounld be sufficient to meet the drain put
upon that institution by these inereased
advanees. T presume the Treasurer and
the manager of that bank have taken the
safegnard whieh all individuals in charge
of financial institotions iake, namely,
the keeping a safe reserve inviolate.
And, in any ecase, T trust that the great
extension agrienlture is making in this
State will lead the Minister to look for
gome means of raising money other than
through the Savings Bank, because ]
anHeipate it will not be very long before
ihe funds of that institution will prove
absolutely inadequate to meet these ex-
traordinary demands made upon it. It
s forfunate that the position of finance,
su far as the farmers in the State are
concerned, is very much improved as
compured with what it was two or three
vears ago. There has been quite an alter-
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ation of opinion as far as large finaneial
ingtilutions are coneerned vegarding the
value of our lands, and we find to-day
banks that previously would not leok be-
yond mioing and commereial business are
falling over each other to secure a share
of the farmers’ business. And - instead
of the farmer having the difficulty he had
previously to gel the ordinary banks to
finance him, we have a different state of
affairs which must ultimately be to the
very great advantage of the farming com-
munity. Buot we have to recognise that
the present limiltations of the Agricaliural
Bank make it absolutely impossible for
a farmer who has o few hundred aeres

under cultivation to continue with the
Agzrieultural Bank.  The Agricullural

Bank served a purpese in taking lim
through the initial stages, but when g
man has any degree of cultivation he is
ahsolutely foreed to leave the Agricul-
tural Bank and go lo other finaneal in-
stitutions. ‘

Mr. Heitmann: When he has a few
hundred aeres in should he not he all
right without a hank?

Mr. JACOBY : Sometimes when o man
gets inlo a larger way he wanis to gel
into a still larger way. We see 1t eon-
tinually.  They are deserting the Agri-
ealtural Bank and going to privale insti-
tutions. T hope we are going fo devlop
the Agricultural Bank to sueh an exient
that it will he the hank of (he rarmer
right through. In lhis matler we shall
have to be careful o see lhat whatever
advance we make is a safe step forward.
T feel sure that Parliament will not he
satisfied until we have an Agricultural
Bank that will be able in serve the whole
needs of the farmer right from start to
finish. However, it 15 o he recognised
now thal we eannot serve a eertain elass ot
farmer: aml in that respeet the Govern-
ment lave an opportunity (o consider-
ably help farmers by making it a litte
bil easier for the hanks to lend on O.P.
holdings. There is at present some hesi-
taney in this regard owing teo legal diffi-
cultiss whieh, T believe, exist in eonnee-
fion with these leases. And as there is
an increasing amount of money beiny
made available, not only wilhin the Stale
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but from ouiside, to place ai the disposal
of ouwr farmers, if there be any legal ab-
stacles in the way of the farmers getling
a sufficiency of cheap money under the
C.P. conditions T hope these legal diffi-
culties will he removed—in such a way.
of course, as still (o secure the objeet for
which those legal difMienlties were first
institnted. Whatever conditions may he
offered by private institutions there is
this great advantage in eonnection with
the Agricultural Bank whieh must make
it appeal beyond all other institutions to
the farmer, namely, the easy rcepayment
cxtended over a long term of years, - Tt
is to he remembered that the ordinary
banks cannot give anything like extended
terms. They have to let out their money
practically at eall, and therefore the Ag-
ricultural Bank has this great attraction
fur the farmer: That he is not likely to
be ealled upon at an instant’s notice to
pay the amount due, but knows positively
that he has an extended term of years
over which to make his payments. So if
we could retain that system of extended
payment and siill wmake the hank a far-
mers’ bank from start to finish, it would
he a splendid thing for the community.
T Lhis measure we have two propositions
which are new as gompared with the ex-
isting statute. Firsl there is the increase
from £500 to £750,  TFwven this latter
mmount is paliry as compared with the
needs of the ordinary farmer: because
when it comes to a fuestion of huying
machinery, lte eannoi get sufficieni ma-
chinery to make a start under £225. and
any ofther requirements fully run him to
£338." His absolute vequiremenis will
take £558, provided he pays cash. hefore
he can wet a profit. He eannol put any
area into eorn nntil he has machinery.
and he eannot reap anyvthing untit he has
machinery. He has first to get a drill
a harvester, and a culbivator. and he will
require horses and harness.  To start
with he cannot gel along wiihout com-
milting himself to a cash expendilure of
at least £225, or a eredit expenditure of
very much greater. Tt appears, there-
fure, in the eirenmstances. that to lend
a man £100 only will et bim into rreafer
difficnities. 1 cannot  understand  what
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ulility £100 ix woing io he to ihe Tarmer
for machinery, for to start with e eannot
pussibly do with less than the machinery
I have meutioned: and on the fiyures
framed by the Minister he will, an a cash
basis, have to spend £225, and that is
not taking horses into eonsideralion, hut
merely machinery. Ii is a pity the Min-
mster did nol ask the House to increase
the amount to a safficienl sum to enable
the farmer Lo he placed in possession of
all ike necessary machinery. 1 listened
patiently to the Minisier wilh the hope
thal T might hear some proposition that
lie was going to finance the purchase of
machinery in sueh a way lhat he could
place the farmer in n far better position
thau the farmer wonid be in if he had to
purchase his machinery in the orvdinary
commereial way. 1 see no reason why
the bank should not make eontracts with
the manufacturers of machinery, and buy
at contract prices.

Mr, Angwin: Why cannot the Govern-
ment make the machinery?

Mr. JACOBY: N is questionable
whether the CGovermnent could noi buy
cheaper than making i themselves. We
kunow that verlain machinery costs €43 at
the tactory, but it is after that the major
portion of the expense comes in. We
know it cosls double the price of uearly
every article to sell il, and that rhe eost of
wanufaeture is no guide to what the cost
is to the consumer.  We mugl go a step
at a time, 1 am nel prepared 10 go the
whole way =<ome members would adve-
cate, but at least T wani to cce the CGlov-
ernment purchasing from the factory in
large guantities, and thus being in a posi-
timl to save considerable eost o the farm-
ers, Tnstead of giving the farner £100
to buy a harvester, a eullivator and o
drill. it wenld be far betier for the Gov-
ernment to give him the maehinery and
charge him with the cost price of it. Tt
wimld vesult in a total saving, T believe,
on the first necessary machinery for set-
tlement. of £75.  These suggestions T
commend to the consideration of the Min-
ister, and T trust he will find somefhing
praeticable to du,

Mr. Heitmann: 1 would Hke to know
how you are going to save £75,
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Mr. JACOBY: I am cutting off the
ordinary commercial expenses which may
ran from one-fourth to one-third. It
would be a big saving and the interven-
tion of the bank in making contracts
for this machinery wonld save a large
amount to the farmer, There is another
point on whieh I think the bank could
reasonably exercise ils power for the bene-
fit of the farmer, and that is not ¢o lend
any money for the purchase of machinery
until (he farmer has a respectable area
cleared. All over the State we see the
spectacle of men with 50 acres cleared
committing themselves tc an enormons
expenditure for machinery to put their
area under crop, which ares, even at a
10-bushel average of wheat, would not
give (he farmer more than £75 worth of
crop, while the value of the machinery
to which he has committed himself would
amount (o three times (hat somn. Tt
would be a good thing for the cnstoiners
of the bank if o regnlation were made
that no erop was to be put in until there
was a sufficiently decent area available,
or thai there mnst be a sufficient aren
cleared before machinery was purchased.
Tt would be wise for these people, for
I am sure many of them get into difficul-
ties hecause, as soon as they get o small
area cleared, they commit themselves
right up te the neck for machinery, horses
and horse feed. Tt should be one of the
vegulations of the hank that no money
should be advaneed for the purchase of
machinery to pot in a crop until there
was suificient land cleared to bhe able to
refurn gross in the first year something
near the total expenditure that would
be laid out for machinery. I notice that
in dealing with the South-Western por-
tion of the State the Minister said that
only £10 per aere was to be allowed for
clearing, This land is atilised for fruit-
growing and for intense farming, and T
wounld nsk the DMinister how many acres
of land in the Sonth-Western portion
of the Stlate he ean show me that
he could have cleared For £10 an aere.
T think it would be far betier, if we want
ta encourage these men 1o go in for in-
tense enlture, to give them the full cost
of clearing; and the average cost of that
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is nearer £15. I want to know why there
have heen these absurd restrictions in
force ever sinece the commencement of
the bank. The bank says that it will
give help to every cultivalor, the Act says
it, but those in control of the Bank make
regnlations and contract themselves ont
of ihe responsibility under the statute
law. The Minister must be beginning to
recognise the great value of these fruit
lands and lands devoted to intense enlture
in the South-Western Distriet, and 1
would ask him whether some regulation
could not he made so that the people
could get the full value of their clearing,
and not two-thirds of it as is now the
case. There are one or two other things
T liope to deal with in Committee, but
I trust that in whatever direction the Bill
takes a step forward the House will nnt
hesitate to agree to it. T regret that we
have departed from the Aet of earlier
days, when we allowed the bank to lend
up to £1,000. It would have been far
better for the enltivators of the State had
we gradually progressed from that sum
instead of going backward., The diffienity
of our farmers was expressed fo me the

other day by a gentleman whose business
{akes him to hundreds of farms every
month. He says that the diffieulty of the
farmners is, not thai they are wanting in
ahility, because 90 per cent. of them are
men who could make n success in any

‘other line they went into, but that they

want money; and if they could have had
earlier the cheap noney we are now
likely to have for our farming areas, the
amount of land eleared in the State would
have been twice that available to-day. "1
any rate these are conditions we are nal
likelv to hear of in the near future be-
cause we have a promise of cheap money
next year. In Australia we are going to
have a harvest that, from nlt appearances,
is going to give us £12,000,000 worth of
exportable produce available more than
we had two years ago, the last fipures T
have; and the statisities in the old enun-
iry show that money is likely (o be very
clieap there, so it looks as if we are going
in have the advantage in this State of a
large amount of money heing available
for investment in our farms. In these
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circumstances I look forward to seeing a
tremendous development in the erop of
our State. The Siate is going ahead in
the development of agriculture.  Last
year we alienated a wheat area equal
to one-fourth of the whole of Vietorta,
and Vietoria was the greatest wheat-pro-
ducing State in Australia during last year.
We hope to go in for dairy produee, and
if we give facilifies to those who take up
the land and give them cheap money, it
cannot be long before Western \ustralia
becomes, not only a large producer of
wheat for the State, but 1 bope she will
be producing wheat equal to the whole of
the producers of the other States. T sup-
port the Bill, and trust the suggestions
I have wade will commend themselves to
the Minister, and that something will be
done to follow them up when he eomes
to administer this new law.

On motion by Mr. Heitmann. debate
adjourned.

BILL—INFLUX OF CRIMINALS
PREVENTION.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. J.
L. Nangon) in moving the second veading
said: I desire to point out that the main
principle of this Bill, the only prineiple
on  which there is likely to he da-
bate, is contained in the provision that
if a person who has heen con-
vieted in any State of the Com-
monwealth, other than Western Australia,
of offences either against the Com-
monwealth Resiriction Aet, or of offences
for which in such State he is liable to
suffer death or be impriscned for iwo
vears, or a longer period, if a person who
has been so convicted, and has served a
sentence, comes to Western Australia be-
fore the lapse of three years after the ter-
mination of such imprisonwment, he shall
be liable to imprisonment and to deporta-
tion. T am well aware that a provision of
that kind is possibly open to critieism:
for it may happen that a person who
has been convicted in another State, and
has served the sentence of imprisonment
passed upon him may wish to make a
fresh start in another portion of the

)
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Commonwealth. I am prepared (o admil
that there is a possibility of inflicting a
very considerable degree of hardship on
sueh a person if when he comes to this
Stale he is liable to be arrested and to be
sentenced to a further term of imprison-
ment. and then be deported, If this Bill
were an entirely novel one, so far as Aus-
iralin is concerned, it is probable thal
[ should not be asking the House to
assenl to the second reading. The posi-
tion in which we find ourselves is thal
this Influx of Criminals Prevention Bill
is already the law in three of the Eastern
States, New Sonlli Wales, Victoria, and
South Australia, and the effect of the
legislation passed by those States is 2
very serious thing to Western Australia.
Tt means that habitual eriminals in those
States are heing driven here and
we are compelled for our own pro-
teetion to ask the House to assent
to the Bill. It iz one of the numerous
class of measures, the justification for
whieh must he sought for in its
reasonable administration. We have the
Commissioner of Police pointing out that
the Influx of Criminals Prevention Aet
being in foree in other States of the Com-
monwealth has had the effect of driving
here the mosl desperate characters in the
Eastern States, and that those persons
coming here inflict not only severe per-
soual losses on members of the community
but also saddle this State with the cost of
their apprehension and trial as well as
their maintenanee in our gaols.  There
ean he no doubt that if an Aet of
this kind were enforeced it would
do much to prevent the infinx of
these criminals. Heowever, I do not
disguise from hon. membhers that it
would be possible for this Bill, if it were
unwisely administered, to infliet a hard-
ship upon a person who had been conviet-
ed in one of the Eastern Staies. and who,
having suffered his punishment and wish.
ing to make a fresh start in life, wanted
to eome here, for it would enable proceed-
ings 10 be taken againsl such person and
to drive him out of our State. The Act
as it has been administered in South Aus-
iralin, Vietoria, and New South Wales,
has not. 0 far as I understand, been ad-
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ministered in any harsh fashion, and the
question we have to ask ourselves is whe-
ther those States of the Commonwealth
having passed legiglation of this kind, we
are ol compelied in self-protection io
arm ourselves with the powers they have
eonsidered necessary, Had they not passed
legislation of this kind we might have
been eentent tv allow the law to remain as
it i<, T suhmit that while the other States
ef (e Commonwealth are  protecting
themselves against the influx of habitaal
eriminals from the neighbouring States.
we are justified in adopting the same
cowrse. I hope. therefore, that .members
will agree to the prineiple of this Bill and
will support the second reading. Then,
when we come to fhe Committee stage, it
will be poessible for members to subject
the elanses of 1he Riil, whieh ave thoge in
operation in the other Stales. 1o a very
close serutiny. and if U he considered
necessary, and {0 suggest such amend-
mends, it avy, as they may think neces-

[ heg to move—
That the Bill be now read a second

ime,

On mofion by Mr. Bati,, debafe ad-
Journed.

EHTR

STANDING ORDERS REVISION.
Report of Commitice.

The report of the Sitanding Orders
Commiitee having been hrought up pre-
viously by Mr, Speaker, the recommenda-
tions were now considered seriatin,

Recommendation—Objection to Speaker’s
Ruling.

Mr. DAGLISH: T presuwe it will suil
the convenience of members i the dif-
faerent recommendations in the repert are
eonsidered seriatim.  There is but one
recommendation, and that the final one.
on which T think there may he room for
discussion. The first alteration is with
regard o Standing Order 141, which
BRYS—

“If any objection is taken to the rnl-
ing or decision of the Speaker such
ohjection must be taken at once.”

The committee recommend that there
shall be added to the Standing Order the
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words “and stated in writing.” T do not
think any member will desire to object
to that proposal, the sole object of which
is fo enable the House, when a point of
order is raised, to kinow absolutely what
that point of order really is. There may
he cases where in stating a point of order
a member fails fo put his point with
sueh clearness that its effeet is obvious
te members, and, therefore, it is impos-
sible for them to eome o any conclusion
in regard to it. The Speaker himself
migh even experience that diffienlty if
he is asked to put to the House a question
not stated to him, and upon whieh he may
not bhe ahsolutely clear. The procedure
now recommended is that required where
any member submits a motion ov amend-
meitt, namelv, he must reduce it to writ-
ing so that the Speaker, and through
him the House, may know exactly the
motion or amendment submitted for con-
sideration. Tt is even more important
that on a point of order the information
hefore the Honse should he absolutely
explicit and hevond doubt, or else it is
impossible that anv conclusion whatever
can he arrived at or that the House ean
express any opinion with intelligence. T
doubt whether any member will raise any
oljection to this alteration.

My, Walker: T shall

Mr. DAGLISH: T am at a loss to
nnderstand anv valid ground for an obh-
jeetion. The Standing Orders Committee
were unanimous with regard to this al-
teration, and agreed to it, not without
considerafion bot after the fullest dis-
cussion. I hope that in the same way
members will see the wisdom of amending
Standing Order 141 in the manner pro-
posed. I move—

That this amendment be agreed to.

Mr. WALKER: What kind of dis-
order are we to have in the House if this
alteration is agreed to? Mr. Speaker
gives a ruling when a eertain member
is out of order, the House immediately
pereeives the position and uwnderstands
the ruling withont further wording; yet,
befara any objection ean be taken to the
ruling, the formula has to be gone
through of, perhaps, writing ount the
question or words upon the subject, and
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quite a little document has to be pre-
pared before the statement can be made,
““That this House objeets to the Speak-
er’s ruling.”” The way is elear to mem-
bers of the House. It is not necessary
to put it in writing, Mr. Speaker’s
ruling is objected to, the ruling is known
io Mr. Speaker, the House knows
what it is, and Mr. Speaker has already
stated it or it wonld net have hecen a
ruling. The ruling is to be put in wuit-
ing, and I eannot understand what it is
that has to be put in writing.

Mr. Ware: It might be a certain por-
tion of the ruling, and not the whole of
it.

My, WALKER : Then it is not an ob-
jection to the ruling. The Speaker gives
his ruling, and some member objects.

Mr. Daglish: He has to state the ob-
jection and put it in writing,

Mr. WALKER: Why? He might have
to write half of Blay.

Mr. Daglish: Is the Speaker to sub-
mit the words of the hon. member from
memory ?

Mr. WALKER:
given a ruling.

Mr. Daglish: It is the objeeiion, not
the ruling that has to be put in writing.

Mr. WALKER: The objection is mere-
lv the motion: **I move that this House
objects to Mr. Speaker’s ruling.”’ That
motion 1s supported by whatever argu-
ment is justified by the mover, and by
others who may have to urge anything
in furtherance of the motion. It is a
simple motion, and then the reasons for
it are given. These reasons may con-
sist of a whole volume; they may con-
sist of a chapter from May, or a num-
ber of works of reference or precedents.
There may be a thousand reasons why
one objeets to Mr. Speaker’s ruling, and
to say that vou are going to put this
down in wriiing wonld mean to adjourn
the House for about a week until you
have got them all written out. This
will .be reducing the Standing QOrders to
a farcical position. I can understand
that we like fo assist each other, but to
do what is proposed would make the
position perfectly absurd. If any objec-
tion is taken to the tuling of the
Speaker such objection must be taken

The Speaker has

at ouce. The whole essence of the point
of ovder is its emergency, its subtleness.
A point of order constantly occurring
wanis an immediate decision in order
that the debate may proceed regularly.
But if we are to go to this formal mode
of writing cut reasons, then we are going
to delay public business.

Mr. Daglish: You must show your
grounds.

Mr, WALKER: That requires argu-
ment. Supposing I put my objection te
the Speaker’s ruling in writing, how
long shall T he in writing it out? .

Mr. Daglish: You are going to get
wver it very slowly by words.

Mr. WALKER: I want the hon. mem-
ber to see that he has ecommitted him-
self to a perfect absurdity. There is a
difference hetween an objection and the
veasons for the objeetion. The House
disagrees with the Speaker’s ruling.
That is the motion that you must sub-
mit, and you eannot do more until you
have given your reascns, and these rea-
sons may be numerous. What more can
be wanted than our usual form? Our
Standing Orders are up to daote, and
have proved serviceable in every British
Parliament. There may be a ruling
whieh invelves the whole scope of the
privileges of the House, and how enuld
you state them in wriling there and
then? It would not only be necessary to
write oul, “I move that this House dis-
agrees with your ruling,’’ but we would
have te go further and write cut the rea-
sons for the motion. YWhy, it might
mean a small essay.

The PREMIER: We give our rea-
sons in writing when we do not agree to
an amendement made to a Bill by the
Legislative Couneil.

Mr. Bath: That involves a little delay
somel imes.

Mr. WALKER: A respectful Message
is sent back to the Legisiative Couneil.
It is a form of courlesy between the two
Houses. The hon. member must not eon-
fuse the two issues. Let me give an il-
lustration: the Speaker rules a motion
for adjournment out of order at the
beginning of the sitting of the House.
An hon. member feels that the Speaker
is mistaken and he moves that the House
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disagrees with the ruling. Is that not
suflicient? Would not his reasons for
that disagreement be part of his argu-
menl? His objections to the Speaker’s
ruling would be reasons he had for dis-
senting from the ruling.  Therefore it
would be quite sufficient to say, “I move
that the House disagrees with the Speak-
er’s ruling.” It i1s a matter of emergency
to be decided at once, and there is no
time fo waste.  The hon. member ecan
surely sce the difference between deelin-
ing to agree with the Council’s amend-
ments or proposals, and anything rhat
might eome up in the House as a sur-
prise. An hon. member might be ealled
to order for repeating himself, or for any
other violation of the rules of debate,
and the member #o offending might him-
self think lie is right, and he moves to
disagree with the Speaker’s ruling. And
in that respect the Speaker stands on an
equality with all others. If the Speaker
makes an error, it is within the provinee
of any member of the House to draw the
attention of the House to it, and have it
there and ihen correcled; hat this form-
alily, this making of these corrections,
is as ponderous as introdueing a Bill
or considering a Message from the Legis-
lative Couneil. They are quite different.
Oune is a matter of a moment, and the
other n matler of the deliberate cowrse of
the regular and ordinary business of the
House. They are quite distinet things,
and T have most decided objections to
adding these to a well-known and estab-
lished rvule tried and found successful
and not objected to, so far as I am aware,
in any other part of the world where they
have British Parliaments.

Mr. JACOBY (Swan): If an hon.
member is objecting to the Speaker's
ruling it must be on one of two grounds.
namely, that the ruling is eontrary to
reeognised Parliamentary practiee, or eon-
irary to a distinet Standing Order of our
House or. where we have not specifieally
provided. to a distinet Standing Order
af the ITonse of Commons,

Mr. Daglish: Under this he does not
recuire to state his ground at all.

Mr. JACOBY: Tf his objection he
that it is contrary to Parliamentry prac-
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tiee he puts that inte writing, and he
argues faects to support him in that view.
If the objection be that the ruling is
against a speeific Standing Order he puts
that down in writing also. But T de not
see where the difficully mentioned by the
hon. member eomes in. Because we have
already provided in Standing Order 142
that where objection is taken to the rul-
ing of the Chair, we must have that in
writing. And if it be a good rule under
that Standing Order, T do not see why
we should oljeet to it in any other in-
stance.

Mr. Walker: Do you not see the dit-
ference beiween referring it to another
who has to decide, and referring it there
and then?

Mr. JACOBY: In some instances
where we have been debating rulings here
we have had such long debates that by
the time we have got to the end we have
not known where we started. On one
oeeasion we were quarrelling for an hour
or two as to what the original objection
was, To get over difficulties of that sort
the hon, member T think mighi see that
it is well to make a distinet statement n
writing as to what be objects to, and his
reasons for so objeeting; in other words,
the grounds of his objection. Tet him
state the ground of his objection: Either
that the ruling is eontrary to the Stand-
ing Order of the Honse or, if not pro-
vided for by us, to the Standing Order of
the House of Commons; or, if the House
af Commons does not provide, he can say
he objects to it ecause it is contrary to
parliamentary practice. As we provide
in Standing Order 142 that the objections
talien in Committee must be in writing,
T think the hon. member might withdraw
his objection.

Mr. Dhaglish: May I he permitted lo
make an explanation?

Mr, WALRKER: Without wishing t»
interrupt the hon. member may I sngeest
that in the consideration of these amend-
ments, we ought to consider ourselves in
Committee or o into Committee. One or
the other is absolutely necessary, so that
in a malter of this kind a member is not
limited to one speech.
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The PREMIER: | move—

That the Speaker leave the Chair for
the purpose of going into Committee
{o consider the report of the Standing
Orders Committee.

Mr. SPEAKER: Last year we treated
the report in the same manner that we are
doing to-night. But I will put the mo-
tion.

Motion put and passed.

In Committee.

Hon. T. F. Quinlan in the Chair.

Mr. DAGLISH: 1 do not intend o
make a second speech, although my earlier
remarks were short enough. I desive to
say that the member for Kanowna ap-
parently misunderstood me iv the pro-
position, and so too did the member for
Swan.
would provide, not that a member should

show his  reasons in writing, whieh
might necessitate the lengthy state-
ment the member for Kanowna
fears, but that he shonld state his

nbjection in writing. In other words,
he would require to state that he
objecied to the roling of Mr. Speaker
that, say, the member for Mount Mar-
garet conld not speak again. But the
member wonld write in the ohjection to

-uling of Mr. Speaker that a certain
course ¢. ~ "o taken mr that a certain
course conld nnt he taken. That is all
that this proposed amendment would re-
quire the hon. member to commit to
writing.  And the only object is that
there may be no confusion m the minds
of memhers of the House when they
have to vote on a qusetion affecting Mr.
Speaker’s ruling. Now, if T disagree
with Mr. Speaker’s ruling I am anxious
that every member may have an intelli-
gent knowledge of the point of my dis-
agreement. I rely on their knowledge
in order to get the ruling upset. But
there was a case, I think it was last ses-
sion, in whieh there eould be no doubt
that of the memhers who were here, pro-
bably  three-fourths held  different
opinions in regard to the point of order
raised and the disagreement that took
place afterwards in  regard to My,
Speaker’s ruling. And the hon. member
who took excepiion to Mr. Speaker's

The Standing Order as amended
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ruling on thol oceasion stared his dis-
agreement in different terms every time
he rose to speak. [, myself, on thal ve-
easion was anxious to find ent on what
point My, Speaker’s vuling was dis-
agreed with, but I could not discover it.
[ did not understand, though I strove
to understand the exaet point on which
disagreement was to be expressed. I was
anxious to do my dutv as a member of
the House and come to an intelligent
conclusion on the point at issue, but it
was differently stated by the same mem-
ber who raised i, and was stated in half
a dozen different ways by at least half
a dozen different members. There were
all sorts of divergent opinions in regard
to it. That muay oceur at any time, and
we will not get an intelligent expression
of opinion when it oeeurs. The member
fur Kanowna is anxions, like myself,
that when a point does arize the deeision
raken upon it shall be an intelligent
vate, and for that purpose he must de-
sire ihe question to be properly stated
from the Chair. How ean it be so un-
less Mr. Speaker is fully seized of i,
and bow ean Mr. Speaker be fully seized
of it if he has tn vely on the repetition
af il amee or {wice by the hou, member
who raised it? Tf it be expressed in
differenl wards each rime Mr. Speaker
nust be at a loss to gasp it. 1 feel
satisiied that there is no danger of auy
hon. member being required to write
volumes if this be agreed to. There
has been no time wasted in the past in
my experience when the Chairman’s
ruling has been disagreed with, The
member has written the words down, the
Chairman  has handed them to M.
Speaker, and Mr, Speaker has given his
decision. and the business of the Com-
mittee has been proeeeded with. That is
what is sought in regard to this point
that is at issue.

Mr. BATH : It is diffieult to appreciate
what is required. Evidently the member
for Swan (Mr. Jacoby), who formerly
occupied the BSpeaker's Chair, has a
different opinion from that expressed by
the member for Subiaco. I have some
instances before me. I do not intend to
read them now, but I ask the hon. mem-
ber to look into them and express his
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opinion on them in writing, so as to give
members some conception of what the
Standing Orders Committee desire.

Mr. WALKER : The explanation of
the member for Subiaco has not made the
case any clearer. The hon. member
instances a case where the Speaker may
be wronyg in closing the mouth of the
member for Mount Margaret, but there
arv lots of points of order not so simple as
that. Members must be ready to protect
their privileges at the moment. Any-
thing that curtails them or tekes them
away is a denger. On the one hand Mr.
Bpeaker has to give his ruling. We must
have it first before we can take ohjection
to it. On the other hand there is the
negative to the Speaker’s ruling.

The PREMIER : Tt was argued by the
member for Swan (Mr. Jacoby) that this
would practieally bring the Standing
Order into line with Standing Order 142,
which deals with the Committee stage.
The roason the objection to the Chair
wman’s ruling is put in writing is that Mr,
Speaker may have an opportunity of
deciding the point. Obp the other hand.
the reason for any objection to Dy
Speaker’s ruling being put in writing is
that tht House rnay have the opportanity
of deciding the point.

Mr. WALKER : We do not insist on
Mr. Speaker putting his ruling in writing,
and why should T be compelled to state in
writing my objection to Mr. Speaker’s
ruling ?

The Premier : But you put in writing
your ohjection to the Chairman's ruling.

Mr. WALKER : In that case we have
to appeal to another judge. Tt is, thove.
fore, necessary to have in writing the
exact ruling of the Chairman and the ob-
jection to it, so0 as to submit it to Mr.
Speaker when he takes the Chair.

The Prernier : But in this case it is sub-
mitted to the House.

Mr. WALKER. : The House is here all
the time. The benefit of being able to
dissent fromn Mr. Speaker’s raling is that
we can do it at the time. There must be
no lapae of time. 'We cannot revert to it.
Tt must be taken there and then. Tt is
the words that fall from Mr. Speaker's
lips there and then that are objected to :
and that is the only objection that can be
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raised. It is to the ruling, whatever it is,
and we may dissent from the ruling for
many reasons.

The Attorney (ieneral: But your ob.
jection would embody the ruling, would
it not ?

Mr. WALKER : I have no right to in-
terpret the ruling, as the bon. member
wiil see. The ruling is in the possession
of the House the moment it is given.

The Attorney General : 1t would fix the
issue if you did. )

Mr. WALKER : I may take it down
wrongly. We can see the controversy
that wounld arise if I interpreted Mr,
Speaker’s language in my own words.
Mr. Speaker would at once say that he
did not use the words. The difficulty is
not that of stating the objection, but of
stating in language the precise meaning
of Mr. Speaker's own ruling.  There is a
dignity in the rule as it stands, and it is
well there shonld be for there should he
no wrangling between Mr. Speaker and
the [ouse.  Mr. Spealter gives Lis ruling,
and we then and there dissent from it.
All subsequent reasons are stated by way
of argument, for, after all, objection in
this case is no wore than avgument. I
the alteration is made it will lead to all
sorts of controversy, for there would cer-
tainly be many disputes arising,  Por
instance, a member 1 his ohjection might
state what he thought to be Mr. Speaker’s
raling. and then, possibly, Mr. Speaker
will say that he did not give the ruling
mentioned by the inember : then. if asked
to repeat the raling, Mr, Speaker might
say something entirely diffevent from
what he said before.

'The Attorney General: Tt would be an
advantage to fix the issue.

Mr. WALKER : Mr, Speaker gives the
ruling and a member has Lhe right to
dissent from it. The cuestion of the
dissent from the ruling might be sub-
mitted to the House without a single
statemment being made. Tt s hard to
iinagine such a case, but if Mr. Speaker
were egrexiously mistaken, the House,
without any word bein: spoken, might
proceed to vote on the guestion of the
dissent.

Mr, Jacoby : The Federal practice is to
put the objection in writing.
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Mr, WALKER : That is due to the
fact that the mioliun has to go over to
another day. Notice of dissent has,
therefore, to be given. An objection
to that course ia that it leads to con-
troversy, trouble and disorder, as it
is now doing in the Federal! Parhament.
As time goes on it will become more and
more a source of disorder. Tn the
Federal Parliament as the debate has to
take place next day, notice has to
be given in writing. Under the British
Tules & matter of dissent from Mr.
Speaker’s ruling is one of urgency that
must be immediately settled: It is
quite right that such a course should
be followed.

~Mr. Ware: A member hos to put a
point of order in writing, and he does
it in three or four words. Why cannot
‘the same course be adopted with regard
to dissent ?

Mr. WALKER: Cannot the hon.
member make a distinction between a
point of order and a dissent from Mr.
Speaker’s ruling? If he cannot see the
distinction T am at a loss for words to
reach his understanding. The alteration
should not be made.

Mr. DAGLISH: The Leader of the
Opposition seemed to imply that there
was some difficulty in stating, in writing,
objections reported in Hansard of last
year in regard to two points of order and
dissent by the member for Kanowna, I
find that one of those points was taken
on the 8th December, and it is dealt
with in Hensard under the motion, ‘* That
this House dissents from Mr. Speaker’s
ruling.” Those are the words of the
motion, and the objection is obvious,
relating as it does to the Speaker's
words, “T rule that the Speaker has a
right to say whether a motion is 8 matter
of urgency or not.”” Those are his words,
and, therefore, if this alteration were
made, 8 member who desired to object
to that ruling would say in his written
notice that Mr. Spesker was not correct
in saying he had the right to say whether
a motion was & matter of urgency or not.
There was a long discussion on thet on
the, 8th December. On the 11th Decem.
ber the objection is stated by the hon.
member himself when ke moves, “ That
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this House disagrees with Mr, Speakor’s
ruling to the effect that on a point of
order only the member who raised the
point can speak, and he has no right
of reply.”

Mr. Walker: That was another
point taken there and then.

Mr. DAGLISH : That does not affect
the question of the length and the
quantity of words required to state the
objection. That is the point. The hon.
member says it would take volumes to
state the objection. There is his own
objection stated in half a dozen lines.

Mr. Walker: Tt is a Bubstantive -
motion.

Mr. DAGLISH : Exactly, but 8 motion
can embody an objection. Both ob-
jections I have read are couched in the
motion. The hon. member asked for
concrete cases, and I have given him two,
in which the hon. member himself gave
his objections.

Mr. Walker: Were the moticns written?

Mr. DAGLISH: I do not know
whether they were written ; they onght
to have been written. The hon. member
knows that every motion submitted
should be written as required by the
Standing Orders.

Progress reported,

House adjourned at 11'14 p.m,

Aegislative Counctl,
Tuenday, 28th September, 1908,

Yaonw
Papers presented W27
Questions : Fines and Penalties Appnoprmtton Act 628
Hlllei’ imcenéad S?E:eyor)s ];n . 6
olice (Consolidation}, Re rtstnge .. G¥R
Health, Recommittal pu . 28
District Fire Rrigadea, 2w . e . 613
Abatioira, 2e. . e fIS
Opinm Swaokisg Prohibition, 28, L. GS6

The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at
4-30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary : 1, Indus-
tria] Conciliatinn and Arbitration, 1902.—



